‘Dosta Defense
Does Job Again,

*

By MIKE CHASO!
They came with flashlights
. a-lickering, banners aA
“fluttering' and  unl
optimism. They left -u.n
dead  batteries, shredded
paper signs and a leeling the
Inevitable had happened.
Before an almost capacity
crowd of 11,400 at Cleveland
Field here Friday night,
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Valdosta's Wildeats sput- ; \
yanpITICK Valdosta went ta.its double
i Do "‘-""_:I--'-; dﬂumlle pnclue of junior
i o x5 A Roe and
Yardh Pasing @ % Ermest Klngourly. te and
ey ' 5. ™% often Kingbolted into theend |
Furmoie Lowt s r.v;' zone standing up on & 2-yard
Ponain ¥5° Y2 run with 7:51 to play in the

first half enroute to ta 78-yard

tered, backfired and at times ' ryghing performancs.

almost choked down before

shut  their 11th Hoe duplicated that feat
a3t wini In a 21-7 decision  with naecandllei ln lnenalr
crosscounty rival on a i6-yard

bawndei

The victory in the first
round of the Region 1-AAAA’
prep football playolfs vaulted
the still unbeaten Wildcats
into the region lille game

wasn't knocked d.own Ll he
crossed the goal line and he
also had a big night running
the ball with 87 yards In 13
trips.

tFriday. Senlor fullback Willlam
HERL T, Ga kin  scored une n ther
Valdosta  meets -~ Tho- touchdow,

osta
masville, a 2818 winaer ylrd.runl.n lhelmrdqu-rm
aver Till County (Tilton) L
the other first round garhe ' Lowndes' lone tally came
Friday night. with 31 seconds left in the
‘The site of the cham- 83me on a 6-yard run by ils
plpnship game was to be OWn senior fullback, Steve

ided at 10a.m. loday when ~Thomas.

Ros added td his per-
formance by catching two
passes for 31 yards, and ran
one kickoff back 23 yards.

schoal
Quitman to flip.a coin.

It is the second straight

year the two teams have met s blockin,

for the 12-team league's
¥ ight," the lightning-
ﬂl'l‘l','"l'. ";!“uf"d" .'“"’1"5 quick 148-pounder, with the

number 22 on his back sald

“1 didn't want them to beat
us. If they had beaten us, we
would have had the whole
summer of hearing this and
that from them. 1didn't want,

victory and rolled on to
second place in the state
playofls.

ut the region cham-
pionship berth would pever
have been possible without

Friday's 11th winin 1Ztries in |5 ge 10-0 and then lose the
a intra-county  Fivalry |11 ane to them."

growing more intense each

season. “'1'd rather lnl! to anybody

1se than th
Earliér:-brsthé:year when, o0 henthem.”
'aldosta

the two teams met,
took a 234 triumph. The
game was played in semi-
darkness when the lights an
the home side of the field

Roe had no explanation
for Valdosta's six turnovers,
including four lost fumbles.
He lost one and King lost two,
including one which King

wentout. fumbled Into the end zone in
Some Lowndes' fams ey narein o O ke
respanded o Viking Coach

Valdosta offensive coor-
dinator and play-caller Butch
Brooks tried to put h!.u finger
on the problem.

“We
Brooks

ve Wilson’s Jovial ple
earlier in the week that they
bring flashlights to the game
in rue of an instant replay.

This lime the lights stayed
on but the bottom line was the
same.

were just fat"
said. "Everybody

Eosiinger Hands Off To Ernest King For One Of His 22 Carries

was flat. We've been flat all

week..the fans, the
rallies, everythin
Everybody Iried everything

they kneu how to do ln getup
butnothing worked."

*4 think It was the worst
game we've played all year."

The Vikings might not .
necessarlly  agree  with
Brooks' assessment. As in the
previous contest, they had
problems moving the ball
swarmin

which stopped them wl
‘minus 28 yards rushing.

Lowndes could never find
any * fleld position until
midway the second quarter
because of fhe standout play
of such VHS individuals
end James Harr!
who had six tackles lm!
_linebacker John Branan, who
had four.

Also, a Rodney Gordon
punt died 40 yards from his
foot on the LHS one-foot line
on the Vikings' first
possession.

Lowndes' first hint at signs
of offensive life came when
quarterback Chuck DeVane
uncorked a 46-yard pass down
the middle of the field to tight
end Chuck Jones in the
second quarter.

Devane was sacked, six
times for minus 57 yards. The
guuy liftle junior threw for

00 yards on 11 of 29 Losses.

But Valdosta's secondary, Twa of the Interceptions he

career, was credited with-12

tackles. Reese, & junior

noseguard, had 11, Tackle

Joey Pedrick had cne of his

finest games ever with elght
tackles.

which picked off four of M WEr

DeVane's passes, two of them “We Ihaug‘n! we could beal
by Gordan, stiffened and Jeff  them," hs aybe next’
Siokes punted inlo the end year, we'llget.them in the
wone. pasture tMaPtrStadtum). "

fumbled on Lhe
Iolluwlng play for the 'Cats,
and Allen Culpepper leaped
on the prize, 18 yards from

An interceplion by Branan
sel up Valdosta's first touch-

the goal. The Wildcats had been in
Two Incompletions and one  5¢oring position almost the
S.yard pass lo Brent Edwards  entire  first  quarter  but

couldn’t find the goal line
against the Ronnie Adkins-
Adam Reese-led LHS
defense,

Adkins, a senlor playing his
final game-of a standout

Iater, DeVane ralled out of a
Take fleld goal formation and
overthrew Jones in the end
zone.

**Our defense can't hold
them and score for us too,”
DeVane said afterwards.
“They've just got an
awesome team. They'll

Gorden's  n-

lhu ball back on a Nathanlel
Caesar Interception on the 38-
yard line

Vlldnsu applied the gnmr-

Darrell

hrul(lni score when Gaskin
ywed ' the wall of

‘Swindle, Harvey

Qni
krcvpllun: keyed the second  Carter and Tony Blasetti Into

uchdown drive which
on Valdosta's own 34-

yard e, Quarterback John,  three Valdosta exira rma
Lastinger went to the air on™, but missed on a 32-yard {

the end zone.

David Reayes kicked all

ield

the drive and completed his ;saliallemw In the first half.

first pass of the game lo |
Robert Smith with a minute / seemed to sense the kill and

/" started teeing off on DeVane.
Harris 5ald bis team wanted
the game badly.

left  belore term
Catches by Roe and Fr
Blair setup Roe's score,

After the turnover-plagued
first balf, the third quarter
seemed almost calm until
King fumbled ints the end
wene and Lhen Valdosta got

2 AsKey Factor In Game

the state hands down.

By Times Staff Wrlter

Before Friday's high school
foatball game, Valdosta Head
Coach Nick Hyder said he
was a litlle nervous. His lnru
proved cofrect In the ea
Boing as the Lownds Vlki.ngl

gave his number one ranked
Wlldcllnlllheyw-nted.

“The ‘Cats finally emerged &
21-7 victor In the first round of

Thomasville for the reglon
champlonship. Hyder said
the coin flip to determine the
site of the championship
game would be held in
Quitman today.

"We've

- tomorrow,
Sunday &
spouting report Sunday. Then
we go back to work Menday.
Thomasville s a vastly

got o

job ia putting m
balanced * attack,
Hyder.

“*Our coaching staff did an
excellent job umlght 'n.e!
made the n

—Tisnas Featt Prsts 8y s Dowre

justments on the sideline,"
sald Hyder.

“*It was a real hard-hitting
game on both leam’s parts.
Lowndes did a real fine job
throwing tha football "

Hyder sald Kis team's
second score jusi before the
hall was an important factor
in the game. "It liited all of
our thinking to a different
thing. Before that, they could
score and get right back in
the game."

The Wildcat's third touch-
down did not cause Hyder to
feelhe had the game wrapped
up. He sald, ""we were irylng
tomakeit 28,

Excelling for the 'Cats was
the breakaway backfield of
Irvin Roe and Ernest King.
King carrled the .ball 22
Unu !or 78 yards, while Roe
rnlud ards In 13 carries

explosive syle.

last few -Flmn and played it "J {

alotlast yea

Of Roe, Hyder nld "hn Il a
nno o He

The

Valdosta  defense

“I'wanted this one because

it was Lowndes," he said.
“Plus, 1 want o go 150. [
think we've got a pretty good
shot at

"'We !Igurc that if we play

0 Rkt Winker 115,

Lowndes Fullback Steve Thomas Finds A .Rare Open Hole Through The Middle Of Vufdom ’sDefense

to the Imt of our ability, we
candoit.”

Alter Culpepper recovered
a Bobby Johnson fumble in
ng closing n!zwl‘:l mlnuleiu. 10UAL STATISTIES

eVane moved hls feam in _Awind fais  Louguirit Roe
for thExcore from the 32.yard o So P 3 e aaga it
line. He hit Jores with an B-
yard pass, ran for nine yards
himself, got four mare ya
from Steve Thomids and was
helped along by & nllly,

Thomas refus: ga down
on his ¢-yard TD r to the
end of his high school foalblll

reer.

ca

Lowndes has never scored
more than seven points
against Valdosta. For the
1ith Ume in 12 meetings,
seven points wi

Vakdasta
Lowndes

[ n
Wllson Looks To Future £&aiz:==
hels an excelient student, £
B,mn ¢t was the todehdown they scored lllulllnmhll I
of, m Lowndes  with a minute and a bl letnn the first After team's loss, his teams'
m:' s:;"mﬁm téam came to 8 half that broke our backs. If t was 70, - elfort seemed n source of prido for  §A¥S "‘ﬁ"&.“.“m‘m’fﬂ
closs lr!d.ly night, but_ Coach Jos . it might bave been differeat.” Wilson. g team's ¥
Defenslve penetration played n 'Hl *“They did & good job. They mever . Hyder sald, it was
i "Wu‘r-imu'nnnrdly.owkldl . part;in the game's final outcom quit. Wa proved that we put our pants  according -to t of
have nothing to be ashamad of. We '“‘ m““”"m""‘h“v'm on the same way they do. Weare gonna'  pass was. called. They ware® B,
up-wuummu-fu. quarterback Jobn Lastinger, Wison  go iy program whers we want It. We g the safety bllts. The WASHINGTON (AP)' 3
sald. W ‘s::l:ld:mwmrﬂ'ﬂ';: lose ‘some mighty fine players, but Pro mmhﬂmﬁﬁm rm: 3hos company. |
‘I.la;li,:n;'nv I‘M .M” g dld well e Ma um"‘m! be’ was  We'vedots lourpllym back. m@* ‘;.“ ’r’" o major-col
wvictory.over Wilson's Vikings. . "'l‘hlmeuaum me, as I've sald theze been som. 3 i _mnu n.m to_endorse’ It4
#We had to work like hellio make the Th' Wildcat rush on ‘-"n‘:g“ all along, was their offensive line, They ~Confussion Tnthe bACKTNN. * ‘Hyder paid..tribute to
prediction right,” uuxmmf! quarterback Chuck DeVane ev & arebigandphysical.” - [ think it was the fumbles: formec NHS. Coach Wright
about * Times BSporis: Editor ' Mike mpenunmwu.nn Hesald, “wehad that hurt us, Good hitting has _ Bazemora ,,,. 5::' our
Chason's accurale pndkﬂm of the  to keep them off of him. No ane knows, Wilson ~ was complimentary of @ lot to do with that."” ﬂmu Lown and
final scare. ‘but'Chuck’s right thumb was Jammed. _Valdosta, expressing a view that many dosta’s) mre very simllar:
“And we scored mmgu ‘their first  He threw real 'ﬂe#"“rﬁﬁ.;hl " lpen on, He said, “'they well deserve Bpig" u:d t'hbt' Lowndes' Wa have a hnllj.ll. laﬂl!::
defetiss; They ran their m Before the o Wilson ) ber nking. Th employment of the . Alter
theway. s o ol wis a kesp nn?:h-nllmp.-domdh ﬁan?;:mmu;:::," 2 f'm . formation’ did not cause.the _hmuwummn.
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