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For some high school football

tems, the pressute of being rmked

nmber one in the state is like a boa

constrictor which coils itself ever
tighter around the top radked tem,s
neck until that tem finally loses.

But for other tems, that trumber

one-ranking is like a seady shot of
adrenalin which keeps pumDjm new
life evry Friday night.

Put Valdosta's 1978 Wildcats into

the lafts cate8ory.

Valdosa ws rated d the top Clss
AAAA lootball tam in the st,re hv

the Associated Press for every singli
week of the 1978 seson. fiar in-

cludes the final poll although the
Wildcat's year ended otr a note of
half joy, half sorrow when Criffin

managed a 7-7 tie in the state chm-
pionship game.

But VHS dmced throush 14

straight cuts of Friday Night'Fever

before that cold December night
when the Cleveland Field chost took

an early Christmas holiday.

The success story ttat Coach Nick

Hyder and his staff produced ldt

se6on really begaD itr Much when

the Wildcats romped over a revenge-

minded W'ercr Robins club hv a

34-7 mtrgin in the Spdng Jamboie.

That set the tone for a season filled
with runaways md very few games

which were really jn doubt near the

end.
' A 4O-0 wipeout of Central of

Thomasville on the first night of the

s6on gave Valdosta fms a hint of
what ws to be a suong defensive

club which had m offensive ground

@rps bdter than Patton's Army.

The 'Cals then took lheir dazlins

offensive fireworks on the road t;

register a 34-7 victory over Crisp

County in Cordele. This time senior
qudqback John Lastiryq unlesed

a throwing dm seond to none.

Fredrick Blair md Robat Smith pro-

ved more than adequate receivers.

lf evff there was a gme that put

Old Man Mometrtum on valdosta\

side, it w8 a 16-7 vidory over

Thomasville itr Week Three. That

brilimt exhibition of hild-nosed

football by both clubs looked to be Came Six was expecred to be one
h€aded for-overtime unril Lasringer of rhe supreme tesis of ttri liajon
choreographed rhe go-ahead TD betore t2;000 fotks in rifron. eui ii
dnve ln the tinat rso minutes. didn,t turn our thal way.

Seldom has there ben a better ex- Taking advantage oi every Blue
ample- of reaching back for a littte Devit err;r, rhe wiidcar, .atiia 

""iisomerhing extra \hen lhe timecame. tifi CounLy 35-7. Thar seL tne,iaqe
Subsequent 49-0 victories oler for the Bis One. rle pam" 

""".""i"Albany and Colquirt Counry had ralkedabour ,inci a cen.i,i iz
(Moultde) proved little buL did falten nighl in Mmin Sradium.
a VHS scoring average which wouod 

-This 
rime. Lhe Wildcals sere readv

up aL over J0 poinls a game. Las- for the invasion of rheir tro,,_-rni,
tiroer rm for five rouchdowns rivalsandDrovedirina224rriumni
againsr Alban) as the 'Cats walued over lhen;ver-sav-die I o."a...vil-
up md down Cleeland Fietd tike ings. The game ias ptayed before a
they owned it, which rhey do. full house- at Ctevain,i niila, toi
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half the fans had trouble disting-

uishing where the ball was because

the lishts on the home side ol lhe

stadiin wenl our an hour before

kickoff.

But not a single Plowboy fan

blamed the lishls for the final result.

Led by corneiback Troy Thomas and

linehrcker Lvnn Rober6. the vHS

defense deserved at lea$ a couple of

cu(ain calh.

Valdosa closed out the regular

season with a 4l{ win oYer Monroe,

a A4 blitzing of Bainbridge and a

33,? burial of Dougherty. Lastinger

oDerated coolt behind an offensive

li;e ot Ton! Blaseti. Scott Criftn.

Andy Chapman, Bubba Hardin,

Harve! Cailer. Darrell Swindle. Rob

Resist;r and Billy Harvey.

For the first time this season.

Resion 1-AAAA (formerly I-AAA)

went to a four-team Playoff. The

'Cats still had two games to go before

they even qualified lor the stare

olayoffs despile finishjng with a l0_0

regula season record.

Ir was the first time since Thomas_

ville did it in 1973 that a team in the

12-team league, often called the

roushest in the sate, had finished

wili a oerfect record. lt was the firsr

time Valdosta had an undeleared

slate since Wright Beemore's final

ream in 1971.

In the firs round of the region

playoffs, Lowndes made a return

visit to Cleveland Field in a game

which lacked the emotion of the two

titans' earlier meeting. Valdosta

came away with a 2l-7 win in a con-

test where Lowndes' quarterback

Chuck Devane saw more of VHS de-

fensive end James Harris than he did

of his receiYers.

Valdosta's junior tandem of run_

ning backs, hvin Roe and Erne*

Kinc. ran for 165 YUds between them

in the game and certainly lived up to

their "Double Dynamite" tag.

Roe and King repeated their hero

ics the next week before a standing

room only crowd at Thomasville's

Veterans Memorial Stadium but the

Wildcats needed every one of the 175

yards Io duo picked up jn a thrilling

I 2-7 Reqion championship-clinching

win oyer the Thomasville Bulldogs.

Valdosta fell behind for only the

second time all Year in the game but

hitched uD its britches, tightened its

belt and wrapped up win number 12.

No one really knew hotr easy the

nelt victory was going to be. In the

first round of the ilate PlayofIs,

Valdosta demolished westside's

Patriots J2-0 in the most lopsided

game the wildcats played in all

Bur the victorv took its toll.

Lastinaer weni down with a shoul-
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der sepilation before valdosta had

even posted one Point on the

scorebotrd. Junior quafrerback John

Bond cme on to run for threetouch-

downs and spark the VHS win.

The defense just kept proving it

rmked with the bes ever to wear the

black-and-go1d. Carl Roe, Jimbo

Hmcock, Rodney Gordon, John

Branan, Kenny Evans, Carroll John-

son and co. were at their stingy best.

Defensive coordinator Jack Ru-

dolph again had his unit psyched up

the following week in a 23-0 win over

Benedictine which gave the wildcats

their secotrd straight South Georgia

title. With offensive coordinator

Butch Brooks mixitr8 up the VHS

runniry and pBssing attack, Valdosta

managed to penetmte the tough

Cadets' goal line thrce times, all on

runs by Bond.

And then came tle finale.

So much had already been accom-

plished. No other Valdosta team had

ever won 14 $raight gmes without

wjnning a *ate title. Hyder had pick-

ed up his l00th cdeer win in the

Westside gme md was f,ow en route

to another hundred. Lastinger had

ben nmed offensive player of the

year in lhe region! and Thomas had

ben nmed defensive player of the

year. Hyder had also been selected as

the coach of the year,

It all boiled down to what looked

like a Valdosta win to tie a neat rib-

bon otr *hat was a historic season.

But Griffin's Bears kept it from hap-

pening.

valdosta s@red in the firs quafter

on a l-yard run by Bond but was

never able to brak thrcugh the

BeaN' defense again. Irvin Roe did

relurn a punt 62 Yilds for m aP-

pilent touchdown but it ws called

back because of a penalty.

Griffin scored in the fourth quder

before a by now Cleveland Field-ful

of near frozen onlookers. And that

was the end of both teams'offensive

effo{ts.

Ultimately, it was also the end of

another chapter in the Valdosta his-

tory book of winning football tems.
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