'

By MIKE CliASON

Stung bi Illrrybyinlyur s
7-2 loss, Valdosta hacked its

way past a gulsy little
Lowndes - team 730 hera

[
I‘rldly aight in 8 high schoo!
e Wildeat fans

“The Big

o uul

16d the
(abled bllcllnd nld
Valdostans for the first time
of their 10-year
rivalry: But
room only crowd of 11,800 at
Cleveland Field, the state's
‘number one-ranked team
rolled to lts seventh con-
secutive victory without a
loss this season

At 7:08 p.m., 57 minutes
befare the scheduled start of
the Region I-AAAA non-
|uhre|ion hunl - lund
**boo

m" penet
of the rapidly llllln;mdlum

Immediately, the
went out ob lhl home side of
the fleld.

It was later explained &
wire had. broken behind-the
concession stand on that side
of the stadlum, causing a
short circult and a blown

gﬂ(ﬁr %,

Ubamnﬁuﬁuﬂnﬁim
SPORTS

fuse. An atiempted ir
commenced an: m.",’:'.,u’:.f’
involved an underground
cable which could not be
reached In time for the game
tobe played.

Finally, at 8:3 p.m., after
both bands had long mince

halfback who wears number
#4 o his back, sald. “Give all
the credit to the offensive
line, All 1 did was follow

The htlh-iuppl.nl unlnr
did that very indeed,
scoring on’ s nnd l-ylrd Tuns

pl.-y |nl.h=m

spre.d lhnuh the mndx
that the game was o be
pastponed.

ree minutes later,
exact nppulll! b-ry
when

l((rnl lud valdom Ctl.
School Superintendent Rllpll
Brandon said the game would

goon as sche E
Both - coaches agreed on
Mims said. '\'o'il Just
1y people

I,
can't give this
their motiey back. Tbmnwu
reallyna othes cholce

With al uf!i stralnin
a bit to identify p lyer
and  yard-line

naumbers
markers,
minutes late.

Ernest King touchdowns
later il ended.
don't want no credit at
King, the flashy VHS

Nearly two hours and mne-f

ona
+y|rﬂ durst’ in :Iu final
period.

For the night, King picked
p yudl lu 18 urrl: to
rnnnlnl fame
olaled yards,

Speedy Irvin m nla 6s -

yards in 14 trips, and quar-
terback John Lastinger relled
up!lylrdlinllhn
“They've got a good team,”
L tinur. I\m had three or
3 P! ntercepled, sal
“They just dldn'thlmalm
night. They better
than that. tl:hue ) Da\rnae
(LHS qummmmma«
any tim
l::Vnne would

1 1.
e spunky funfor signal-
caller 'with the mlroon
-mmm on each

spent more time on his Iuck,
looklnz up at the cloudy sky

= Tiomas 0 Phote.

Chuck DeVane Faced T-'m Kind Of Pressure All Night Long

LHS Coach Credits

Valdosta Defense

By MIKE HAGOOD

Coach Joe Wilson of
Lowndes  High School
predicts “better days”, but
Friday the (hirtéenth in
October ‘78 will remem-
beredasa vlrry unlucly night
for Lhe Vikin|

hoj for never materialived
u P‘é‘l‘awund Field Friday

ight.
" he now 52 Vikings (ell o
Valdosta 23-0 in the annual
m-u:hup of the cross-couatry

"A great defense took our
otlznw away" Wilson said.
diew't take 2d-

unu e of our ep-
un!um
year, Lowndes

ﬂ!l’utcd V-ldnln in a
historie win .for Wilson.
Schreffler

the game's only totchdown in

a7-1LHS win.
nhym sd:nlnn- and

th wndes- da

u;ul to stop un Valdw-
[fense.

ﬂ "We  couldn't eep  our

defens® off the mm

wmmu'ndnd-tmn

Spreakle’ and

nlu Alkin.
ita. first

dna!l on
B fon, Wiomentum
to be'in the Vikings'

llop d
pl
Tapor
.mmmu;lwit.;:':‘
with Iﬂ

Thomas - l’uwbln
3 !m.lblhﬂ

best us tonight™ sald
Wilson,” We did come back
some in the second half, but
notenough.

“They handled us at the
line of scrimmage offensively
:nd defensively. They've got

blg, powerful offensive
Jlm

whm asked if it seemed

hat Valdosta was cutling

ends with reg Yy
said "'yes, :Illlllll them down

right over them,
pt some blg ‘ole

Lowndes defense had
T mblem with Valdosta
qua: rlerbll'.k-lnhn siinger.

“He's’ good, qu!cl
nlone
sald. w-y«u 'c;m

pressure on him, lllhnu;h
Adem (Rmi got o him a
thwesar two,”

Th' bor

mopeﬂll.vl for the
wu.un felt that u:emlnula
did . not affect his

team's performance.

Before the game, Wilson
commented that the light
provlem ““might take a little
ﬂl‘i!eChHQ&'nnwlullll .

ilson also predicted ‘sat
"Lhny ought to be more fired
up uun us, they probably
t more."

wa:
“This Is more than
ballgame. You can look
around you and tell that.”
Star LHS * tackie Keith
Hitcheock sulfersd a knee
in the game.
're laking llmtnm-
hospital after the game. Wi
duntkno-hwu‘!llla"uld

l.wuu ahead, Wilson said

"our job now |.| to get them

o y Bainbridge.

l'\r- sald all
‘was the must game.""

!'Il'llh [l .r|uler¥ !o:'-lr

al nbridn Friday at Martin

Lowndes can ¢linch

|u l\n! Eun" spot in the

&

«amw-@ wmmwm #m & *-\*“Jﬂ't .nﬁt_wf

*\*‘

I.hln he did on his {eeét trying

spot recelv
n.n:‘;nueﬂlmm.

Ill l-lmﬂ by Vﬂ.smllh;:i'

eaded b:

T A
ames Harris.

"Wl wanted to try to beat
them as bad: as we could,”

sénlor linebacker Lynn
-R sald."'We had to do
somel t L seven-
to-two, We remembered
that.™ '

Roberis was one member
of an avalanche of Wildcats
who crashed in on DeVane for
a safety with 4:18 remaining
in the first period. Lowndes
bad taken over the ball when
Hal Sprenkle plcked off the
first of his two interceptions
atthe LHS 3-yard line.

DeVane was sacked for the

sl

this unlucky Friday the 13th.
After holding Valdosta

deep In Its own: terril

Lowndes got a 18-yard pm'.\l

return from Robin McElroy

= to set up shop first-and-10
from me Vils H-ylrdllnr
Fulll leve Thomas

bolted up Ihe mld.dle for five

yards on the fiestplay. On the

Johnson fel]l cn it. and
Lowndes never came close to
scoring again.

At the end of the first hall,
the now 32 Vikings had ooly
m- first down, d

with minus 23 yards
r\umng A yn: ago, they
were zero  yards
rmh(n; In.: -:lll won  the

ballgam

But rrld.ly night was not
Iike!{e.tl,ln

"'Valdosta just took chlr;z
and drove it down ou
Sprenkle said. "Bul
1 think we'll get to play them
again. We'll live through it.
It's not the end of the world.

“Valdosta didn’t hit hall
hard Tift, but they ju

Still Unbeaten

an

kept coming,” Thomas, who
was held to four yards
rushiag in nine carries, said.

Lowndes, the leading
team in the league,
ave much better luek

playing out of a deep shotgun
lon, was two of fve for

isyards.

‘While the VHS defense was
enjoying short stints on the
field, the maroon and silver
“Plowbays” looked to be o
the wet turf of "The House

at Bazemore B most
of the night.

“They just came lo p:uy
ball and beal us bad,” LH

Hyder And Staff
Left With Smiles

By STEVE ROBERTS
The lights high sbove
cllullnd Field's South

neeepled congratul
from V. uo-u High fans who
onto the wet turf

stream
lnllo-ln] th: w:lduu

na o
Ivl]FrIﬁl nu
Wikdeats had Just
gu)rudlnur perfect foat
game under less than

wunt
H,

224 viclory-ove
Lowndes /Vikings before &

power fallure about an
hour before the scheduled 8
p.m. kickoff had delayed the
e for 45 long minutes. 1t
nally determined that

e could not be restored,
and the decision was mads lo

pllyﬂu&l )
win, the no ,7-«
Wildcats also reclaimed
county rhamplouhlp Voich
Lowndes won for lhe ‘l
time & year ago.

bragging rights, and he was
ready to brag.

“l Just \Ilﬂk to talk about

coaches,” Hyder began,

lnd he reeled off Lhe names of

the entire VHS stafl. “Jack

in and week out puts on the

type show our fans enjoy and

expect, and they proved it
onight.

Hyder aald once |the
islon was made to play the
imply a matter

pne I

of ld]uslmrnt lryml la use
the lighted part of

told it would Lake three to
four days lo repair an un-
derground cable. There

Jusl no other lime (o play.
Coach (Joe) Wilson agreed.

Hyder said the only real
adjustment maden the game
plan was to use the lighted
notth side of the field for his
passing game,

*“We tried lo throw toward
the lights, and [ noliced
Lowndes did too. We had
some success and so did

dosla’s passing game
instrumental in the first
scoring Urive, but one of the
completions which erased &
holding penalty and kep! the
drive alive was thrown 1o the
dark side of Lhe lield.

But it was a bruising
ground attack and a swar-
ming defense that gave the
‘Cals control ul' uu Rame-in

d won back the\ the second qual .
1 lhou‘l -ur offensive

nd defensive line played
extremely well. Gur backd

ran hard, and we l\mldld
costly mistakes," Hyder sald.
olph, who directed the
vicious VHS defense, was
alsgsmlling.
“I'm very proud of these
kids tonight. This may have

been the finest team effort
we've had cu defense In a
couple of years. It would be
bard to single lny one plly:r
out beuhn it
team effort." Rlldn'lphulﬂ
The Wildcat defenders
pllavnd with reckless abandon
kept tremendous

pressure on & trio of

linebacker Ronnle - Adkins
said. “They beat us like Lhey
were supposed 1o do. Now, we
know what to expect nexl
llmn

dkins’ six individual
I-ckles topped the Viking
defensive effort, which
received a mild blow near the
end of the game when veteran
tackle Keith Hitchcock had to
be helped from the field
because of a knee injury

Adkins complimented the

VHS offensive line and
Lnllngrr

“They pl.yed exceptionaily
good ball,” hesaid.

ith

ard wall of such
stalwarts as Andy Chapman,
Scott Griffin, Harvey Carter,

“The pressure is something

hope_you'll be

of the ulue us!
whether or not you'll be able
to do lt, We were able to apply
Rood pressure tonight.

““The big thing now is notto
lét down. That was a big win

Commerce Tied, Waycross, Ware

Iln: wilh. 18 seconds

remaining, and ty close

for Dill to a game-
, the

fumbls to

And a coach was struck by .
lightaing.
cmungmmy ':“II;
lnlnu ) aycross
the loss of stellar and
Charlex Junior.
thrown: from the

alwo-yardrun.
Waycross B
scoreboard halfback

Ray Young nn eight yards
. with 7:44 remaining in- the

lhl rest of its games, -llu:l
will have retaken the
:mly cmmrlomlp alter
29

stom|
befare about 11,700 fany.
'.I'bu game wi lﬂnhy-d

belen the mﬂm

M to pl
“stadlum

burning én

1y although th
||;m Weran't
the Vi Mlllt
g::n-hct Chuck DeVane

In the end one for Its
first score, then halfba

wlﬂ: ﬂvp, one-and Iumwy rard
l.ufﬂu

ick

The Valdosta Daily Times, Sat., Oct. 14, 1978-9—

” ’Catst'bast Past Vlkes, ng Scores 3TDs

andonaDefemeAuacku Chuck Jones In Typical Display Of Gang- Type Pursuit

Tony Blasetti and Bubba
“Fomby"" Hardin moving out
the opposition, Roe. King
nd Lastinger had time to
plck their holes.

And they did, to the tune of
three scoring drives of 59, 76
and 46 yards

“They started bending a
little bit later on,” Hardin
said. “But they hit hard. Yes
sir, they hit hard **

And the chances of the two
teams meeting again 1n the

n playol(s”
d say they're aboul 90
percent,” Hardin said. I
know we'll have to play them
again”
- Leore By Quartas
Vaksorn 1

.3

tonight, There's a lot of
emotion  IAvolved because
they're the other school in the

ly, but this win means
nothing as far as the ultimate
goal is concerned.”

Hyder echoed those words.
*This game had nothing to

more lmpwrllnl from that

[T T —

L gaiety
b —imlu,-mm;
val —KingLeun

Vil TR immixia taea)

INONVIDUAL STATISTICE

mndpom," hesaid.

“We Wad a lough Ilm.
against Monroe Jast year and
we've gol lo come down off
this cloud and get ready to
play next Friday nighi in
Albany.

Bul serious preparation for
Monroe won't begin until
Monday. For the time being;
Hyder, Rudolph snd the
of the Wildeals were smiling "

County Lose:

closer than the Valdosta 19
and finished the game with
minus-23 yards rushing,
compared with 243 yards for
Valdosta.

Laney beat Central-Macon
1310 when Antonio Smith
threw a six-yard pass to
Quintoa Johnson with 10

always the worst thing that
can happen. to a footbal
voach.

As Willismsan slood oo

seconds lef] in the game. The e headsét he was
puy wasn't in the Laney A local :ﬂl' wpﬂhﬂ:
g" — Coach Dmd sald the dmitted onl,
phe-nt it in on & sheet of lw ohurvll.loo. wiy W
teve Williamson of
“Athens ~ Chi ﬁ Sehoal  His team Iul' 1o Bible
showed mu oaing isn't  Baplist Academy 133 P

A N,



