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Touchdown! Larry Stringer (26) Scores For Thomasville

16-7 Slugfest

‘Dosta Rally Nips

By JULIAN MILL

VALDOSTA
Thomasville's Bulldogs Iu‘ on
» legend here Friday night —
and learned legends don't dié
easy

But before 10,000
disbelieving fans could leave a
packed Cleveland Field,
Valdosta's Wildcats had

amed the same sbout e
Bull
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idogs
desperation 167 high e
football victory.

Bulldogs had taken on
the Wildcats — ranked the top
team in the state — head o
in the trenct

And instead of the predicted
Valdosta runaway, it was a
final desperation drive in the
last minute, followed by a
safety that gave the Wildcats
their Region1-AAAA victory.

1n the end, it was the Wildcat
passing - attack that finally
spelled. the’ end «for - the
Buli

Presenting the Wildcats with
their own version of the bend-
but-don'tbreak — rubber band
— delense, the Bulldogs had
managed to quell the massive
Valdosta offensive machine
mast o the night

‘They did it by breaking up
Valdosta's passing game —
traditionally the heart of the
multipleoffense the Wildcats
run. But on that fatal drive, the
‘Cats finally put it back

Quarterback John Ijsnnger
had tossed five passes
perfect . . _for 16,5, 8, :a»a w
yards — on the drive that
ended in a missed field goal
from 37 yards out.

But aithough that field goal
ended the immediate threat, it
left the Bulldogs in a deep hole

and  facing
awesome defense.

1t was that defense that
caught Bulldog quarterback
Johnny Chastain for a 20-yard
oss 1o the Thomasville 15 and
forced a %-yard punt with 3:22
remaining in the then 77 ball
game.

On the first play afterwards,
Valdosta fullback Ernest King
scrambled 18 yards up the
‘middle to the Thomasville 38. A
Lastinger to split end Robert
Smith pass for 27 yards moved
Valdosta to the Thomasville 11.

King took it seven yards to
the four and Lastinger dived
over for the winning touch-
down with 1:41 remaining in
the game

It then mattered little that
David Reeves kicked ~his
second perfect PAT of the
night or that the Wildcat
defense sacked Chastain for a
safety with 28 seconds Lo go for
the final tally.

“The loss was the first of the
year for Coach Jim Hughes'
Bulldogs, who now carry a 21
overall and 10 Region 1AAAA
(North) worksheel into next
Friday's clash on the road

Valdosta's

banging ol e No.| ranking
ated Press and

Urited Press Itermationa!
Hughes had continued the

game plan that - producel
Thomasville's two previous
victories. And it - almost

worked.

1 felt like our defense would
have to keep us in the game
and it did” he said after
Thomasville's sixth con-
secutive loss to Valdosta since

0 victory on that same
® Cleveland Fieldin 1974

We just couldn't get
anything going offensively. We
only had that one offensive
drive. We've got to develop an
olfense that is as efficient as
our defense.”

But the last-minute thriller
was_certainly not all disap-
pointment,not by along shot.

great ad
vertisement for high school
football," he said.

Hyder, whose fans had come
10 expect so much more from
his Wildcats, ook the hard.
fought win at face value — it
wasa victory

“I'm not atall surprised, nor
am 1 disappointed,” he said
“Our people had to learn poise
in the fourth quarter
Thomasville is a sound football
team. We learned a lot of real
00d lessons. Patience is a
lesson. You have to learn
patience.

I thought our defense did a
good job When it had to,"
Hyder added. “That's a cat
and dog fight out there and it's
nice to win in this region in any

“The Wildeats of coach Nick
Hyder are now 39 overall and
19 in Region 1-AAAA (South)
and probably assured of

Staff Photo - Rick Thomas
Robert Varnedoe (83) Turns Corner For Westbrook

way, shape or
Thomasville had virtually
abandoned its newfound
passing attack, throwing not at

Cougars Edge Pineland
In 3-2 Defensive Battle

DIXIE — The Westbrook
Cougars and the Pineland
Eagles suged a defensive
battle here Friday night, and
when the fur and feathers had
cleared, Westbrook was on to.
—ifbar-t

The score may resemble a
baseball game final more than
one in football, but a 20-yard
field goal and a quarterback
sack behind the goal line was
pure football

‘The Cougars had a splendid

ity 1o score a genuine
TD in a firstquarter, fourth-
and-seven situation Quar-
terback Vince Snow lobbed a
pass in the end zone, but the
ball popped in and out of the
receiver's hands
and took posession, but
failed 1o make any headway
and the Eagles were forced to
1

punt
Westbrook was unable to get
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its vaunted running game
moving, and Robbie Green
booted a 20.yard field goal late
in the second quarter. West-
brook went ahead, 34,

Things were quiet, of-
fensively, for the third quarter
and for most of the fourth,

But with 22 seconds left on

the clock, Cougar quarterback |

Vince Snow was dropped
behind the goal line by an
Eagle tackle and gave up a

Then, with 20 seconds left,
Westbrook punted from its 2.
Pineland pulled it in at the
Westbrook 43and, in two plays,
maved the ball tothe 24

refgined. in
the game whed Pinejind gave
it the last desperate try — a
field goal that was blocked.
Westbrook, now 40 for the
season, meets Terrell
Academy next Friday in
Dawson.

INDIVIDUALLEADERS
Rushing: Westbrook, Jay
Bland, 1462; Pu\ehm Rodney
Traylor, 946
Tackles: Westbrook, West
Hiers, ; Patrick Mobley

Weithoook QEETC=)
°

P Wetbrook — Green 1 u.us
goal;

Pineland — Saftey - Snow
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10wt et o tell it
was going to be a Central
Yellow Jacket night

Monroe, set o receive the
Jacket kickoll to start the
Region 1-AAAA game, was

pnuhudsyarmumum
From on it went
mlly dow Nl for e
Golden Tornadoes as
Yellow Jackets accomplished
two gaals in the Friday night
Thomas  County

battle at
Stadium
Central desparately needed
1o score a few points — which
they did, for the first time this

season
And they just as desparately
needed to win a ball game —
which they also managed to do,
defeating the visitors from
Albany, 176

A beaming coach Don

was happy indeed to be
‘winning side of the field for a
cha

nge.

“It feels greal to win, that's
for sure,” Garland said. “Our
win might not have been pretty
to watch, but it was a victory
just the same — I believe a win

all in the first half and only
completing one of two attempts
inthe second for 10 yards.
Instead, the Bulldogs relied
on their tryditionally strong
inning game. That's whet
fullback Gary Clark ran 14
times for 71 of Thomasville's

£

meanwhile,
on the
ground behind King’s 58 yards

nine carries and_short,
stocky fullback  William
Gaskins' 47 yards on seven
carries:

Thomasville had taken it to
the Wildcats from the begin
ning. Despite finding_them
sel\n pushed all over the field
first quarter, the
Buldogs kept the ball on the
ground and met the Wildcats
nase-to-nase.

While Thomasville’s defense
allowed Valdosta's air game
almost all it wanted short, the
Bulldogs put the quietas on the
long bomb — and the ‘Cats
seemedtoget greedy

Greed paid off in the early
going when Valdosta stopped
the Bulldogs’ first drive cold,
forced a punt and quickly
moved mounted a 3%
drive from the Bulldog 48 to the

n

There defensive end Mike
Mash, a standout all night,
singlehandedly  stopped
Valdosta halfback Irven Roe a
yard short on a fourth and five
attempt up the middle and the
‘Dogs had breathing room.

Butit didn’tlast

Valdosta again stopped
Thomasville in three plays and
after a punt, the ‘Cats were
rolling goalward again.

Thirteenyard and [kyard
Lastinger passes to split end
Frederick Blair put the Cats in
business with a first and 10 at

heough the Buldog ront line
and rambled to the goal line,
through  most
he THS secon-
daryat the goal line

Reaves' first PAT was
perfect and with 3:16
remaining in the quarter it

W Prae - D o
Central’s Coley Voyles Boots Field Goal Past Monroe's Mark Smith (12)

is going to help this football
team and | couldn't be hap-

e
Anda spine-tingling play just

ogs

looked as if the predicted
Wildeat runaway was in

runaways _sometimes
have surprising endings.

Instead of rolling over, the
Bulldogs toughened and turned
the tables on the surprised
Wildcats in the second

An exhange of punts to start
the quarter gave Thomasville
possession on its own 20 and it
took only three plays o show
Valdosta lightening can strike
onthe ground too.

On the first play of the drive,
spunky fullback _Johnny
Kavouklis rambled 22 yards.
He then ran again for nine and
turned things over to Cary
Clark who shocked Valdosta
with a 48yard run to the
Wildcat one.

Runningback Larry Stringer
did the honors on a one.yard
dive with 6:29 remaining. Then
Steve Strickland tied it up at 7-
all vith 3 perlct PAT bt o
start_the THS band playing

“Glory, Glory Hallelujah."”

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS

Rushing: Thomasville —
Clark, 1471, Kavouklis, 11:57;
Valdosta, King, 938, Gaskins,
747, Lastinger, 7-30, Roe, 727

Passing: Thomasville —
Chastain, 124-10; Valdosta —
Lastinger, 10:200-123.

Pass receiving: Thomasville

— Clark, 110; Valdosta —
Blair, 451, Smith, 345, Bond, 2-
24,King, 13

Kickoff returns
Thomasville — Wheeler, 226;
Roe, 230

Punt returns: Thomasville
— Thomas, 419

Tackles: Thomasville —
Wilson7, Mash, 6, Arrington, 6,
Wheeler, 4, Mitchell, 3, Howell,
3, Bates, 3, Strickland, 3;
Valdosta, Conaway, 10,
Thomas, 8, Branan, 6.

Thomasville 0 7 0 0— 7
Valdosta 700 9—1
Valdosta ~ Roe 14 run
(Reaves kick
Thomasville — Stringer 1
run (Strickland kick)
Idosta — Lastinger 4 runs
kick);  Chastain

seconds before that final whis
Ue probably gave the crowd
it's most thrilling moment of
the night.

With just three seconds left
in the game and with Monroe
perched on the Jacket 3-yard
line, everyone in the balipark
— including the volunteer
sherifl's posse directing traffic
and unable to see the action —
was expecting a Tornado last
minute desperation pass.

And a pass it was — but
Calvin Eason upset the Tor-
nadoes of a closing
touchdown by intercepting in
the end zone and rambling 102
yards (or an apparent Central
touchdown

But a clipping penalty
against an unknown Jacket
nullified the TD and the great
runback, and Central was
happy tosettle for the final 1746
margin

After the opening penalty to
set the contest in motion, the
referee’s penalty flag con-
tinued to be the Jackets' best
friend — and Monroe's worst
enemy — throughout the first
half

Stymied on their first
the Tornadoes
punt — and here
came the Yellow Jackets,
much in the same fashion of a
week agoagainst Bainbridge.

And just as the first drive
was halted by a penalty in
Bainbridge, a violation almost
brought the first Central at-
tempt_against Monroe to a
screeching hall
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defensive tackle Rick Lott on
the Tornadoes’ 18-yard line.

Taking only three plays to
score, the Jackets were in the

100¢ again on a Sherrod 13-
yard strike to tight end Ricky
lopkirs.

Voyles was again as good as
gold on the point after, and the
Jackets were through scoring
for the night with an ap-

forced to kick after picking up
one first down, and the Jackets
tllied again in just three

E

ys. 5
That should read “try to
kick, " since the Moaroe punter

. tock a Jow snap from center

and alffost missed the ba wi
the punt attempt, ending up
witha minus two-yard kick

In fine shape again on the
Tornado 34, Mike Armster ran
for four before Sherrod hit
Charles Anderson on a sideline
pattern for seven more.

Bullish fullback _Willie

Robinson_exploded off right
tackle, cut 1o the sidelines and
raced Z3yards to the one yard
line before being hauled down
— and the Jackets were
Jjumping for joy.

Sherrod bucked it over from
the one and Voyles kicked the
PAT with 50 seconds leftin the
first quarter and the Jackets
hada 109lead.

The Tormadoes were still
stumbling aod. bumbling. and
Central had possession
moments later, recovering a
fumble caused by a jarring
quarterback sack by senior

y
P Apparently was all, for it
was a different ball game in
the second half

Whether the Jackets were
sitting on their 170 lead or it
was Monroe's
determination. " “tha,Tor-
nadoes ralliea'to score ur the
third quarter o cut the Central
marginto 174,

Central

w-yv.mm
~ Anderson
from Hall (pass failed)..
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Vinyl Siding
COSTS LESS!!
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ted screen pass
from sophomore quarterback
Tim Sherrod — making the
first varsity start of his career
— 1o tailback Mike Armster,
good for 18 yards to the Monroe
2, put the Jackets in splendid
scoring position.

But a five yard motion
penalty set the Jackets back to
first and 15, and two running
plays and an incomplete pass
left Central with a fourth and
13at the 12-yardstrip.

Senior tackle Coley Voyles
came on o calmly split the
uprights from 27-yards out to
put the scoreboard for the first
time this season — and Central
‘was onits way toits initial win.

The Tornadoes sulfered five
S-yard penalties in the frst half
o play, plus two other 15-yard
setbacks from the officials, to
belpthe Jackets along.

And Central welcomed the
help, using the Tornadoes'
ineptness to good advantage to
increase the lead.

After the Voyles three-
pointer, Monroe was again

FALL

FASHION
LUES
Vested Stripes

This three-piece suit has earned it’s place

in the Fall Wardrobe.

The fabric of dacron polyester and wool
guarantees comfort,

good looks.

Regularly *175
FASHION VALUE

*139”

wearahility and
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