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High School ‘AllState Football Teams
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= % A Back of the Year

Joa Pittman
A Coach of Year
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Class AAAA

By STEVE FIGUERDA
S wrter

That quate could be attributed to any ooe
of 15 coaches because that's how many beams
Clarke beat on the way (o the AAAA state fitle

Gladiators

and it was the main reason the

‘went undefeated. il '.ﬂ
“They had some saper

Tift County Coach Gene Erodie, Bloe |

of the Year.

Tift's Landy Ewing is the Lineman of the
Year, while North Cobb's Roscoe Carden Is the
Coach of the Year

Carden guided a leam that was 5-5 a year
ago to a perfect 100 regular season and the
Region 5-AAAA title. His Warriors linished 12-
I, loging in the final minate of play to Clarke

state
Central, 341, In the opening round of the

el rally against North Cobb. After
By ki team's first touchdown of the night

to a2 7-all, Harden broke Joose on
adl run jo set up the winning tonehdown,
eaine with just 22 seconds on the elock.

* “Dwayne big plays for g like that

Class AAA

Redan’s Bennett, Marist’s Ebinger, Whitfield’s Bramlett Top Field

By PRENTIS ROGERS

ot teah Wi

Al Soutbeast Whitfield, foothall history
may become categorized in two time periods -
BRE (before Earl Bramlett) and AB. (after
Earl Bramlett}

In the BB time period, which includes
siz years, Southeast Whitfield bad mever ex-

i whal a winning season felt like in
foothall. But in the year 1 A.B. or more facty-
ally, its first under Coach Earl Bramieit, the
Raiders went 10-1 and woo the Region 6-AAA
Dnvision | title

A feat that hardly weni unsoliced In the
Dalton area and ooe that earned Bramlett the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Class AAA Coach
of the Year.

Meanwhile, there were also ity
smiling faces around Redan and
year and two of the reasons why were Redan
Tunning Tty Benneti, the Class AAA
Back of the Year and Marist center and defes-
sive tackle Philip Ebinger, the Lineman of the
Year

of
this

“I think are o realize
that we can be competitive with Dalton," said
SE Whitfield Principal Jasper Rogers. “Win-
ning has given our school more pride and our
wtal program has gained, even academibes
Students seemed (o be working harder now "

rhaps the only oné nol surprised by the
SE Whitfield turnaround is Bramlett himsell,

High, where his leams west 64, B-2 and 91,
lncluding a district title. And prior to that, he
was coach of a Sandy Springs team in 1964

Class AA

Cartersville’

By STEVE FIGUERDA

Comsriuten Sum o

It's rare when a pair of juniors are se-
lected as the Back and Lineman of the Year,
but it's even more uncommon when two under.
classmen orm on the field like Carters-
ville's Robert Lavette and Lovett's Koox
Culpepper did this season.

Class AA Back of the Year Lavette had a
total offense of 2,336 yards to lead Carters-
ville to the B-AA Tegion title, while Linernan of
the Year Culpepper was in oo an incredible

Wayne Huntley, who took M
state playoffs for the first lime si
the Year. Model
tithes in 1954 and 1955, but the Blue
hadn't won a region title since un

ded the Blue Devils Lo a perfect 1
and the state tithe this season.

Huntley got 1o see all e wanted
Culpepper during his team's

Class A

that won & region ttle and was at Marietia
during 1968689 when the Blue Devils went 18-

1
When asked was it the challenge of turn-
ing & loser into a winner thal made him leave
his suecessful career in Florida, Bramlett said.
home.

job became
svailable, Bramlett applied for it and the
school pounced om he opportunity to make
himn its pew bead coach,

“We knew he was a quality coach, but T
don't think amyone expected the Lype of season
we had,” Rogers said

“The first thing I did was beal the halls
and get everybody with any kind of size out to
play football" Bramlett said, his voice tinged
with laughter “And after that, the biggest
thing was sellmg the kids on the ides of win-
ning. 1 told them thai we were going to work
hard and make sacrifices. We lost some, but
the ones we kept gave us four quarters of bus-
den

Bramlett also did not make any changes
on the coaching staff of & year ago and obvi-
ously did a good job of selling them on win-
ning too.

“Yoa're no better than the people around
you,” Bramletl sald “I kept the same coach-
Iing staff we already had bere because all of
them 5 responded
And the dividends showed up early when
SE Whitfield won its lirst (wo games againsy
Gardon Lee and Cass, admittedly two of the
Raiders’ weaker opponents It waso't until the
third game, against then highly regarded and

s Lavette, Lovett’s

“Culpepper Iz a borse” said Huntley.
“He's as good as we saw all year What a
player.”

Culg . whose late father Knox S,
starred for Colurmbus High and the University
of Georgia, was credited with 152 first hits
and 111
i

i
g

sive player we've had bere by far *
The &-foot-1, 195-pound Culpepper caused
12 fumbles, recovered five fumbles and inter-
{four passes from his linehacker past In
Lavett's four region and state playoll games,
recorded 12, 13, 12 and 13 first hits.

[t was and bis Lovett team-
mates who shut down Lavette and the
Cartersville Hurricanes, beating Gerald

Barge's aquad, 70, in the opening round of the
state playofts.

year, no doubl about it,” said Brodie. “He runs

.
§
E
i
£

unbeaten LaFayette, that SE Whitfield showed

“That game was the tuming peint”
Bramlett sald “We had two touchdowns

Altbough pot a soul at SE Whitfield was com-
plaining.
For Redan's Bennett, it was a banper

carries and scored 24 toochdowns o help lead
the Raiders to the AAA championship.

“We have three peopie who run the ball
well, but we called oo Rusty o do the major-
ity of it,” gaid Redan Coach Steve Sharmk-
weiler.

Seven times, Bennetl went over the 100-
yard mark and probably could have dome L
more thay that if Redan bad not been winning
games by such befty margins

“There were 4 few games when he didn't
play past two quarters” ler gaid.
"Rusty bas tremendous cutback ability, that
was the first thing thot impressed me about
him three years ago. Although be bas good
speed, there is a difference in running fast and
knowing how to run. Rusty knews how Lo run
and is excellent in the open fleld "

At Marist, Ebinger has been 2 focal point
of attention all year long because of his size,
-3, 225, and his excellent blocking techniques
out of the center position where he graded out
#1 per cent oo the year.

Clarke’s Harden, Tift's Ewing, North Cobb’s Carden Lead Stars

rhampion  Cladiators  at
linebacker

noseguard  and

The AAAA All-State Team
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But one factor Marist Coach Dean Hargis
said has been downplayed considerably s his
unnpﬂlurnus

“T guess a lot of peaple talk about hu
ability and talent, but be's one heckuva com-
petitor,” Hargis said, “His true value, and that
may be troe of all our kids, was thal in the
playnif be got exceptionally Lough and played
‘even beiter,

“Against Americus. they bloodied bis nose
and hit him 0 the chin with a lick that re-
quired five stilches. But Philip didn't bat an
eyelagh He just kept after them He's @ super
kid with super ability,” the Marist Coach said.

The AAA All-State Team
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Culpepper, Model's Huntley Shine

Nol many teams bad sucoess stopping the
11, 170-pound Lavelte, however, as be rushed
for 2,144 yards on 308 carries. Bath marks are
sehool records.

He scored 11 touchdowns, canght 10
passes for 60 yards and threw 3 32-yard touch-
pass (o bring his total offense to 2,238

Lavette, who now has 3,767 yards rushing
in his Cartersville career and 4524 yards total
offense, also started at strong safety for the §-
4 'Capes, 50 tackles, 35 assists, two
fumble recoveries and six pass interceptions

“If there’s a betier ooe around, we didn't

college on defense than he is al ruo-
ming back, but be can still tote it He's got
tremendous and be can make moves

lckness

on 3 dime. We've had some pretly fair backs
al this school, but be's the best overall ~

Lavette, who carries 3 5.7 grade point
average, is 118 yards behind Harvey Hat-
hield for the career rushing mark at
Cartersville. With & full seasan yet W play, La-
wveite should own all Lhe Hurricane records by

the time he graduates

The AA All-State Team
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Johnson’s Walker, Metter’s Horton, Feldwood’s Pittman Star

By PRENTIS ROGERS
Jourrad T roer

. In Reglon 3-A ths year, there was some-
thing very special goi

Herschel Walker - (he stale's premiere player
and a shoo-in as The Atlanta Jm{-..ﬁm.
tioo Clasa A Back of the Year.

But Region 3-A was also blessed with the
1979 Class A Lineman of the Year in Metter's
Robert Horton - and to listen to the coaches of
both talk - there should be as little doubt about
Hortaon as there is about Walker

Feldwood Coach Joe Pittman is the Class
A Coach of the Year Last year was Feld
wood's first in varsity competition and beinga
ne-cxvm:rm‘ may have been able to
sneak up oo a few in rolling to a state
semi-final bertn mﬁt«:m;‘:‘r

"Althoogh nobody really stops Herschel
Walker, 1 remember the firsi time we played
Johnson County last year, they got the ball to.
0-yard line and Roberi stopped him four
times," said Metter Coach Doa Tyre.

“1 tell you,” said Johnson County Coach
Gary Phillips, “we've played against Hortoo
four times and we haven't blocked him on the
ground yei He's the best defensive player
we've played against He and Herschel had
some beckuva collisions ™

But while Phillips speaks with all doe re-
_legty.lmnmrmmhna!nm
1 brought Hersche! down by myselt, ™

Horton, his favorite subject still re-
mar Herschel Walker The native aof

Wrightsville, Ga. capped one of the most
remarkable high school careers in Georgia
history when be rushed for 318 yards and Jour
touchdowns o lead Johnson County to a 3517
victory over Feldwood for the Class A cham-
ploaship.

1 really don't know much else [ can say
about Herschel that I baven't said before”
Phillips said *He's 3 complele entity unto
bimself and is irreplaceable. | know coaches
say that about players every year, but nobody
can argue that's ol absolgiely true in this
case

‘One need only o look at Walker's statis-
tics to see the y 3
statement - fact be pos
sesses 8.5 speed in a 61, 215-pound body
This year alone, be was given the ball 374
Limes which he turned into 3,167 yards rushing
with 45 touchdowns. Combine those
ious and

previ ormances
the final tally on Walker's remarkable career
reads Ted carries, 6,137 yards rushing and b6
tonchdow)

ns.

In addition to being the No. 1 in

Georgia, Walker is mnsl';urd (") kmm

top five high school running backs in the na-

tion and bas been the beartihrob of colleges,
big and smmall, from eoast to cogst.

"It wes always easy 1o get up for Johnson

Harton said barsting into laughter. “I can also
remember 3 few times when [ didn‘t bring
him down at gll."

However, the €0 I12-pound lnchacker
did not have a bad year himself. Horton, m 10
games, had 151 individual wekles this year to
finish with a three year lotal of 387, while as a

tackle ou offense, he graded out ¥ per cenl.

Both Walker and Horion have grade point
averages at or pear the 93 mark and both are
repeaters from lastyear's ¢ = *~ team.

“ Herton bas a unigue combination
of excellent attitude and intelligence o com-
pliment his superior physical ability,” said
Tyre, of the Georgia Tech-bound linebacker.

This year, Feldwood has betn ranked
among the top i
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much this year.”

In fact, until the title game agains! Joho-
500 County, no team hurt Feldwood that much
this year as only a 14-14 le with Ridge-
view marred 2 perfect record 12

§rmes in which the Flames averaged beating
Opponents by 29 points per game

The quality that has sicod oul most about
this year'’s 11-1-1 state runnerup feam has
been its consistency - perhaps the most telling
evidence of good coaching Although, Pittman,
like most of his colleagues, is the first 1o
admit that it is players. nol coaches, who
make good seasons

The A All-State Team
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The AAAA All-State Team

John Bond, Valdosta 64 201 Sr

en Hobby, Tift C -1 W5 S5r.
mm Clarke &1 175 Sr.
Harden, Clarke Central 5-10 185 Sr.

RE—Uonel James, 7 160 Sr.
El—'ﬂwn Blasingarme, Bradwell institute 55;3 m 55:
B—Dan Hﬂﬂ Peachiree .
RB—Tim Benneft, Morrow 510 170 Sr.
RB—Josh Starks, Clarke Cenfral &1 720 5r
Purvine, Campbedl (Smyrna) é-0 195 Sr.

LB—Jeff Jackson, Griffin 60 210 5r.
Bramblett, Forest Park &3 210 Sr

LB Dooley, Stephens &3 190 Sr
L—Landy Ewing, Tift County &3 250 5r.
L—David Scandretl, North Cobb 2280 5r.
L~Tommy Rose, Feachires : 6-2 235 Sr.
—Winford Hood, Therrell &1 235 Sr.
L—Freddie Gliber!, Griffin &4 715 Sr.
—Quincy Wiliams -4 210 Sr
L—Warren Gray, Fayette County’ &3 135 5r
DB—David Morwood, Central Macon &2 195 Sr
DB—Brvant Gilliard, Bradwell Instilute 61175 Sr.

Honorable Mention: Sten Sparks, L, Wayne County; Eric
Jarv#il.. Whesler; Lesler Mahone, RB, Carver of Columbus:
Dar Jm%l Carver of Columbus;

row :
Cedar Shoals; Jeff Hill, RB, North Cobb; Carl Wimberly, RB.
Washinglon; Michael Duncan, L, Therrel; Don Andsrson, LB
Slone Mountain; Tracy Soles, RB, Stone Mountain.



The AAA All-State Team

ﬂl—-.llv T'l'l‘l"'ﬂ ﬂmn : 5-N

Hart Co. -]
a::aﬂv Frime Gll.-m Hills .':i?
RB—Jack 'I‘I'll-ltl'l:l:li Weslminster é-0

RBE—Freddie Parrish, Camden Co.
RB—Michael Wrighl, Wes! Laurem
RB—Eric Miichell, Avondale
RB—James Barron, Cairo
L—Philic Ebinper. Marisl

TITLEL
BRERNIIEEEIES

CELLLLLELLLLTLLLLLLLLY

L=Jimmy Harper, Dodoe Co.

L—James Farr, Thomson 63
L—David Ponder Cairo -3
L—Roy Curtis, SE Whitfied 3
L—8il Mayo, Dalton &4 240
LR MO AL, G 5 18

maine tral Gwinngt

LB—Philip Davis, Rockmar! &9 195
LB—Mark Hanm. Redan &3 210
LB—Renard Petery, Walker &1 198
DB—JeH Suttke, LaFayelle &1 1BD

DB—Sleve Srnl’lhl Dubdin
Barmes. L .."-E Whitfield; Dm“inhin" DB, Avondale
r ') ‘ I !
Robari Olderman, L, Marisi; lg Young, RB, Swainsboro;
Robinson, GQB, Camden ul M-*Iv H:nirgar LB,

2 hmsﬂm mﬁ le

g

H

phy

Co.; JeH Miller, GB, il:oﬂ:rm Ilr 'r Il 'ﬂwcm;
Robert Woods, L. Dalton; Reid Inﬂt rry Fos-
ter, QB Filzperald; Ron Rice, K, rield, L,
Gainesville; Keith Arnold, L, ln"lidun. Am\v Muu, L. Thurn-

son; Kevin Butier, DB, Redan;, Jerome Smith, LB, A
Ken Escoe, QB, Sequoyah. mericus,



The AA All-State Team

QB—Nicky Sermom, Bacon County &0 175 Sr.
Forehand, Manchester 11 150 5r.

Tony Hiles, I}uluth £-11 185 Jr.
RB—Steve Hill, Cedar Grove 511 198 5r.
RB—=Todd Blrl'"r'. Jefterson &1 198 5Sr.
RB—Willle Ward, Jackson &1 175 5.
RB—Robert Lavelie, Cartersville 511170 Jr.
RE—David Stone, Model &0 15 5r
RB—L_arry Jackson, Randoiph County &0 70 5r
LE—Knox Culpepper, Lovell &1 195 Jr
LB—Robert Ramey "Archer 11 200 5Sr.
LB—Mike Jones, Lincoin County &1 190 Sr.
LB—Ric Dawis, SE Bulloch &0 200 Jr.
L—Tim Revynolds, Model &-1 230 5Sr.
L—0ion Reeves, Villa Rica &-2 0 5Sr.
L=Al Dean, Manchester &1 200 Sr.
L=—Y¥iclor Bolston, Archer =375 5r
L—Christopher Hagaray, Arnold &-4 200 5Sr.
L—80 Bazemore, Mary Persom &1 200 Sr.
L—Jeff Wells, East Rome &4 T Sr.
DB—Barney Bussey, Lincoln County &0 178 5Sr.
W Ealy, Harlem &4 180 Sr.
BLE MENTION: Bobby Lamb, QB, Com-

Buddy Beauchamp, L. Cwnmm:- Joih Johnson, RB,

Aitlmm County; Ciif Thigpen, vm Ralph Williams,
Lovelt; Keith Glanion, nn wu hu; Tim Spivey, RB, E

.
-

Rome; Charies Emﬂh. Eas! Rome; Barry urﬂn. QB,
Archer; Henry Chubb, nﬁ Darlington; Melvin Buford,— RS,
thw- MNorris .Alln EB Model; Alvin Toles, RB, Mary

Persons; ﬂ-vumnan.whmwmm R
Mitchell’ County: Scottie Morred, qn Mhmcm Terry

Walker, RB, Turner County; Easl Hul,
l-h.aw M::tl-l t.':llﬂm l'fhm ‘Wade, 'Hit Enn-
Ronald Watson, !ﬁ Jetterson; James Weems, RB, Fm-:n.



The A All-State Team

QB—Sid Witl, Trion 61, 180
S e e A cacery i S
ua—-urm' }w.'min Johnson Co. ﬁ 215
!gu—nn Willis, Ftldwggd e 5-51: ﬂi

- I-'-Bll'l"l“lﬂﬂh'l eeny
RB—Blily Hudsan, M1, de 510, 175
B—Mitch Smith, d 510 180

L—Warren HI"IMH"E Johnson Co.

P CRLLERSLLLLNLLELNLOL0CL

&1, 180
63 200
L=Eidrige Milton, Chariton Co. &1 200
L—8obby Tavlor, Mi. de Salkes &2 195
I..—Mldlg Pendley, Buford -5 245
L—Rex Eunice, Chartton Co. 50 195
L—David Kennedy, Banks Co. &5 20
L—Dale Lee Devero, Johnson Co. &1 177
LB—Robert Horton, Mater &0 212
LB—8o Slaughier, Alhens Academy 510 180
LB—Garvon Williams, Feldwood 5-10 145
LB—Kenny Youmans, E.C.L 0 190
DB e L]
inson 0.
HOMORABLE MENTION

Glendale Jack ‘RB, EC); Vic Beasiey, RB, Adairsville;
Terry Rhodes, Huglnnriﬂ-l. Slaniey Shmmr, LI ML, Ilm.
Barnett Coliins, QB, Banks Co. Greg Harris Feldwood;
Tony Barber, LB, Miller Co., Mike Chaney, RB, ffim Chuck:
Poarch, RB, R B-1.|u:|Elrm:IHurmu:'-nl,..|I;tl'||malln:ml:ll-m.r
Russ Saunders, . Savannah Couniry Day; Jmmt M-uw
L. Warren Eﬂ Viclor "I'hnrrmun DB, Bl
Er!nulri éﬁmz Larry Thnmu. Red Eu-:l. Iumv .I'unn,

Trice,. Wnu-:lhu".r.
Bryan Co.; b.mcn Tavior nrmu %
Hopaniviile; Bubba oﬂn.ru th Rn

llnndri-h



