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By MIKE CHASON
THONAS\’ILLE

Second Half Surge Sends LHS Past Central
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After a aluggish first hall,
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living ‘up o its reputation in
the final two quarters here
Friday night to send the
Vikings to a 280
Central of Thomasville.

For the past two seasons,
Central's  Yellow Jackels
have been the oaly football
team to prove abgolutely
dominant over the Joe
Wilson-coached Vikes "from
Valdosta, scoring 27-8 and 42-

8 wins.
But that hex ended before a

Not A Bad Night
For LHS Runner

By Times Staff Writer

THOMASVILLE — Steve
Thomas made iL clear how he
was motivated to scare four
touchdowns and pick up 119
yards rushing In Lowndes
High School's 280 win over
Central of Thomasville here
Friday night

T felt like they :nuld.nt
bring me down,” Thomi
LHS's, umor fullback, n]ﬂ

el Coach (Joe}
Wilson !oli me It ought to
take more than one man to
bring me down. 1 just felt like
they couldn't tackle me."

Thomas e¢onvinced the
Central  defense of his
l«:lnn

ing the ball'18 times,

he pl:led up more yards on
the ground thaa any Viking
has this season. He was the
top rusher in Lie game and as
far  as ilson  could
remember, one of the few
Lowndes' yers ever lo run
for four touchdpwns in one
night

ran tonight like he's
run,” Wilson

sald.

Thomas scored on Lown:

des’ fourth play of the game

on a 46-yard run. He looked to
down three- limes during
e jaunt but never lost his

footing.

“l knew right then that

even If we didn't score any

_more the first half, we would

come out the second half and
blow them out,” Thomas
said. Everybody was fired

Thomas' offensive efforl
was alded by a Lawndes'
defense  which allowed
Central only 89 yards rushing
and 21 passing. Central
quarterback Tim
was three out of 16 through
the air,

LHS senior linebacker
Ronnie Adkins was credited
with nine individual lackles,
despite sitting out almost the

entire fourth quarter when he

was kicked in the ankle,

Middle guard Adam Reese,
end  Keith i!tl:ll:nck lnﬂ
-

linebacker Terry
d five tackles ame

m-a of 5,000 al Thomas
(;m;'nly Stadium here Friday
n

Rldlrxg the brilliant four-
touchdown. performance of
senlor  fullback Steve
Thomas, Lawndes raised its
Region 1-AAAA  (South)
rtcofd ln 20 and ils everall

cen:f to 0-2 in the
subregiomand I-ygverall.

“No mercy, that was obr
slogan,” 240-pound offensive
tackle John Flythe said. *“Our
seniors have lost to Central
the last two years. We didn't
wantit tohappen again."

““We weren't going to let
Central du S vt dune
in the Thomas, wh
rushed fur "9 yard: n
tarﬂu‘ said. "We were tired

A!m the first two periods,
it looked like Central might
pull it off again de!pllu um
aggressive, no-hal
attitude of the LHS Itnlur!

Thomas scored on & 46-yard
run on the fourth play of the
game lo ipltiste w looked
to be @ rout. But after Jeff
Stokes kicked the extra point
with §:53 showing on the first
quarter clock, both teams fell
back into & penalty-marred.
bruulng defengive struggle

Cerffal moved the
blllwlthin !:ylrd.lnlnlymrl
but each time sophomore
quarterback i Sherrod
failed to complete a fourth
down pass.

LHS cornerback Dennis
McDonald made two
cellent plays on poteatia
pass-calchers during the two
series.

Lowndes also had
chances

its

By that
shuffled
ter]

The Vikings stormied o the
Central 19-yard line with twe
miny

r only to be stopped
en Thomas coughed up a

rnnmmhh

Wilson had
In jun}ur quar-
uck DeVane. in

{ sophomore signal
callér Kevin Stephenson.
Stephensan started the
game becsuse of DeVane's
sore Jeft ankle. But Wilson
wenl 1o DeVane duriag the
second series and alternated
IJm two boys the rest of I.h=

"] just Wnted to wak and

see how Chuck's ankle was," _
Wilson said. “"Kevin did a
good job. It's 's*good to have
more  than one (quar-
terback).

“If we could have gotten
that one right before the hall,
we could have blown it op\:n
. We

sooner,” Wilson sa
had a litls
position the second hau
opened it up llllllm
The firsftim d
ched the ball lhe second
half, flashy halfback Robin
‘McElroy ripped down the
visitors’ sideline €9 yards fo
the end zone.on & punt return.
play was called back
because of a clipping penalty.
The Vikings still scored six
plays Ister cm a 7-yard
Thomas run. They key play
szyard, pass from
re to wphomure flanker
Player. Player did
most of the work with som
clasy guuurunnrunnmg
“We talked about jt at
halitime, and we kne! Bl
could throw an the
DeVane said. "My lnkle felt
good, [twasn't hurting."
DeVane, the leading passer
in the league, threw for 128
yards on nine of 18 tosses
But it took a Derrick
Mitchell fumble recavery lo
set up Lowndes' third score
When Benjl King dropped o
Stokes punl tehell
pounced on the ball three
vards lrnm fi #oalline.

Thomas trotted intoLhe end
zone standing up.

After Keith Hitchcock
intercepted a pass, Lowndes
scored mgain on-a 48-yard
drive keyed by a 13.yard
DeVane to Chuck Jones pass
and a 15-yard Stephenson to
Player tos:

To the surprise of no one,
Thomas ran five yards {or the
touchdown, breaking two
tackles along the way.

While his team was
showering, Wilson reflected
on he odds of Lowndes

m-cmng the playoffs.

, we've got all three of

our mbregLon games left at

ome," he said. 'Of course,

playing &t home hasn't been

all that good to us. But we had
to have this one,

"We were a little tight at
the start. The players were
tight, and the coaches were
tight. 1 didn't even know my
name six or seveq hours aga
The pressute is unreal,

o these people
(Lawndes fans) down to a
degree last week (in an 18-7

Central’s Greg York (40) Brings Down Viking Fullback Steve Thomas Afier Short Gain

loss to Tift County) If it
happened again, I dan’t know
if T could have lived with

mysell."*
Lowndes hosts Dougherty
(Albany) Friday. Central

travels to Cordele 1o meet
Crisp County
Scors by Quartery
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Dougherty Knocks Off Crisp Co

By The Associated Press

Running back  Lionel
James carried 24 times,
gained 244 yards and-scored
three touchdowns to, lead
Dougherty County to's 20-14
victory over Crisp County in,
Region 1AAXAA Georgia high
school foolball Friday.

James scored first on a 22,
yard pass and again on a 73
yard run but Dougherty

everlhelzs: lnlled Il 12 at
halftime 1 and 48 TD
rumhyt‘risp |Eddlnrnrd

In other games Friday
night, Valdosta mpaged
over Albany 49-0, Dalton beat
Woodward Academy 7-0,
Commerce uashed East
Hall 34-127 R.E. Lee rapped
Peach Counly :lo Seminole
County beat’ Macon County
20-168, Henderson burned
Dlln!mudr 70, and Lincola

Daunty routed Greene County

 Deagherty missed several.
scoring.  oppoftunities but
3

e S

finally got its winning score
when James ran in [rom’the
14. With only four minutes
remaining In the game, Crisp
had moved the ball to the
Trojans’ nine but were held
four downs.

In other' south Georgla
AAAA action, fullback Steve
Thomas ran 119 yards for
four “touchdowns ~to. give
Lowndes a 280 victory over
Central of Thomasvllle.

Worth County managed lo
stay with Class AAA No. 1-
ranked Wayeross most of the
game, trailing only 7-0 at the
end of three quarters. But the
Bulldogs went wild in the
Tourth qunnzr. fioally win-

nln

W ycross _drove 72
ymln In el[hl pllyn Roscoe
Jones scoring from t seven,
Then Johnn; den
returned a punt 40 _vurds for.
nother touchdown, and
nnall)‘ Dlvld Bethea. Inll:
ched Worth
lum‘hl: -nd ran al.m ymh

o5

for another TD.

In west Georgla, Lhe Troup
Tigers - scored early
touchdown again
chester on a_91-yard dr!ue
Thew Bolh teams setiled into
trench warfare, neither
peo!tuung the other's 20-

line In a defensive
tmlye um gave Troupa 70

Grlrrln stole o heart-
stopping victory from the
LaGrange Graogers 2221

after the Grangers led almost
to the final gun
LaGrange had a 2115 lead
with four minutes remaining
when Griffin recovered a
Granger. fumble on the
LaGrange 41 ard drove in for
a tying touchdown. The extra
point kick brought the win.
Savannah Country Day
blanked Emanuel County
Institule 13-0 to defend ity
@ at the top of the heap in
AP's Class A standings.
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By MIKE HAGOOD
‘Things wen much as ex-
pected as Valdosta High
School's Wildeals routed
hapless Albany High School
490 in a football game here
Friday nlgh! at Cleveland
Fleld.

The 'Cntt used five louch-
downs by quarterback John
Lastinger, a 6-yard run by

Icrblv:)l John Bond to half-
Tim Dame to lccnunt
!ar allof Lhe game's scoris
Valdosta Coach Nick Hyd!r
samewhat upsel by the
glme. nul by h
nce, but by what he
:al!td "III:UCI nuttmdlllonsl
in Region 1-AA
“Mhlny in hlvlng some
problems (a winless- seasan
so far)...1 think our players
did & good job'not retaliating
to these tactics "Hydlrllld
-Apparently, the gam
little too rough In i
sportsmanlike . way in
Hyder's opinion. Hyder would
nat elaborate.
VHS offensive coddinator

nn-

Butch Brooks complimented

the offense by saying, “the
team showed a lot of
character. When we needed
the first down, thc Xida got it.
They never let up.”

VHS defensive coardinator
Jack Rudopln was ‘equally

Bnhby Ennis scored Colintry
Day’s two touchdowns, in-
ciudinz quarter run-
pped an 80-yard drive
o 2 lonrlh-qulr(er effort
ending a 70-yard drive. E.C.I1,
was rlnked No. & in this
week' AP pol
Chris u:c arthy rushed 184
yards and scored three
touchdowns to sperl

Benedictine Cadets to a 270 -

shutout of Wayne County, The

happy aboul his players'
performances; as they held
Albany scoreless and totally
shul down its rushing attack
for a net,total of minus one
yard,

“Any Ume you hold lhe
ather team scoreless, you've
gulldlu be happy," Rudolph
2

“‘We need to work on the

YARDITICK second  leam's  con-
i """E”": l!!llizn:y...ln develop the
Yarin Roaig 3 pride o stop the other team

| Jeroeemied '% nu% on the first series of downs
Pt inct. By 2 1 and not walt until they get

i
P inLan 18 15  downaround the goal ling.
Penaine FET. A3 “‘We are approaching the
Ernest King and a 14-yard meat of cur schedule, énd you
pass [rom reserve quar- need more than eleven guys

ready lo  play,” sald
Rudolph.

Valdosta's first score came
on ts [irst possession, when
Lastinger scored on a 8-yard
run, set up by a 30-yard pass
to Rabert Smith.

On_thelr next passession,

the 'Cats drove 82 yards in ten
plays culminating in
Lastinger's second score, a
13-yagd run,

Etnest King scared on a &-
yard run after Albany
fumbled on its own 16-yard
line to end the first quarter’s
scoring at 21-0.

The next time the 'Cats had
the ball, they scored again
Valdosta moved the ball s0
yards In two plays, ene a 22-
yard pass from Lastinger to
John Bond and the other a'28-
yard run for the score by
Lastinger.

The firit half ended with
the score 28-0 and some of the
7000 In attendance were

Cadets rolied up 363 rushing
yards and beld a 14-0 halftime

third-period touch-
downs upged the scoring as
Benedicting upped its record
o3,

In large private school
action, quarterback Jeff
Battcher strolled over the

ko
AT glve the slnuurd

sonl line from the three, nnd‘
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already headifig for the exils
as the inevitable had become
alltoo apparent.

By the half, Valdosta had
already gained 150 or the 304
yards rushing it was to get for
the evéning

The first time the Wildcats
had the ball in the second
half, they drove from their 22
yard line. One scoring op-
portunity was mulfed as
Lastinger threw to Robert
Smith, who dropped n pass in
the end 2one.

However, on third down
and nine yards to go from the
23-yard line, Lastinger threw
a short pass over the middle
to Willle Hankins, who scored
the touchdown,
penalty at the 3-yard line
nullified the score, moving
the ball back td the 18-yard
line."

Alter an incomplete fass, a
fourth and eleven sitvation
was set up, The 'Cats elected
+ta go for the first down rather
than the field goal.

On this play, which might
hn: been importaat if the

e had bheen different,
L stinger kept the ball and
ran 15 yards ta the three-yard
line. . -

Three more 8
senior quarterback had his
fourth touchdown ashe ran
one yard behind the Valdosta
offensive lige, which hay been
outstandidg game in and
gameout.

Albany had one serious
scoring- threat, when it ad-
vanced the te Yaldosla's
eight-yard line in the fourth
quarter. However this drive

d the

,20-14

Eagles a 76 win over the
First Presbyterian Vikings

In other 1-AAAA games,
Thomasville blasted Bain-
bridge 41-0,-and Tift County
(Tilton} defeated . Monroe
(Albany) 11-0.

l;hl 's Reglon 1-AAAA

leuon. t:ozqnm County
 Moult ts ‘Albany to
pllywemn-

A clipping .

“and 0

Valdosta Bo—mbards‘
Albany High, 49-0

Seor
was stopped and Ihe, Cats
shoved it right b2tk into
Indian country again. This
drive was halied when a pass
by fullback Willlam Gaskin
was intercepted.

a Is now 20 in "’
Region 1-AAAA (North) and
40 overall, The Wildeats'

next game Is al Moultrie
Friday against Colquitt -
County in & non-subregion &
contest.
Albany is now 04 overall
2 agiinst subregion
oppenents. |
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RIVER HOUSE FOR SALE

Nicely lvmilhad olr conditioned river hou
h blutf of
Just off of Hwy. No. J1 seven:

* located on hi
on Florida sl

Withlacooches l!lm

.. tean miles south gf Valdosta on two ms

plus - lend.:
telephone. 327 500.00 with: r-nnnc
Pﬂi‘"" ent ond finance balance

porty. Mashall Puulk?ﬂ-oﬂl.
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