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AL Left, And Spin h .Perform A Ballet Of Th-’ Heavyweights

Spinks’ Loss May Mean
Pause In His Troubles

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — If there can be
any solace for Leon Spinks, it may well be
heavyweight
champion marks a pause in the troubles that

that the end of his reign

accampanied the title.

In 214 days, from that February evening
when he wrested the crown from Muham-
mad Ali's head, Spinks endured chaos In his
camp, sparring matches with the law, and
hounding for his time, for his at.

consf
tention, for his money.

That's over now. Ali reposseased the title
with a unanimous decision Friday night,
leaving Spinks a man with dilemmas to

salve
I was ready for the i

* said the 25-

“'Maybe

year-old ex-Marine.
my body was in it, but my mind wasn't in it
the
heavyweight champian burt me. There were
a lot of problems. and maybe I did
how to denl with them — wha knows

He didn’t bave to say what those problems
were. The public knows about his brushes
with the law over driving without & license,
kllD'lTl about
on of a small amolt of cocaine,
fows abaut the constant power struggles in
his own entourage

His earnings have been tied up by & for-

“*My legs were in it, and
things about being a

't know

the arrest far alleged

mer Mariné Corps compatriot who claims a

verbal agreement lo be Spinks’ menager

* lips after he ha

NEW ORLEANS (AP} —
There was one more dance
le & Ghlan
butterfly of
sprouted new wings and
Muhnmmad AII clwedml

er
he *‘Muhammad All
— 18 exciting, explosiye

ears —
Eulnrlc setting In the gla
Superdome Friday night with
70,000 idola fan
screaming wildly: #ALL AlY
ALY

‘What now?
“Thank God it's over —
th

S ere the first words to
emerge from Ali's unmarked
scored a
unanimous 15-round decision

«over 25-year-old Leon Spinks

— the raw, unskilled street
fighter who had wreated the
title from him seven months
ago.

But lhe master of
showmanship refused, under
probing pressure, fto say
poaitively:
ttle — it's.too good to
give away so soon,” he sald
after further thought. *'1 will
slt ot it for six months,
maybe eight months, snd
then I'll decide.” i

1t was typieal puekishness,
but the thought stunned m
world that hoped the gallant
«old warrior — perpetrator of
one miracle alter another —
certainly would not atempt lo
g to the well another time. *

It's obvious lime is running
out, g

Those whao know
Muhammad Ali best reallze
that he loves the limelight. He
delights in having a puhlll.'

forum. Ita jew
r he Wi not eaily
forleit again.

But he gives every
dication that he will never
pullon gloves in anger again

1 will retire as the first
man ever to win the
heavyweight title three Umes
and "as the first black
champion,” hesaid.

So he will savor his glory
for a while and let
challengers and promaters
stew over the problem of
determining an undisputed
champion

Right now there are lwo
claimants — All, recognized
by the World Boxing
Associntion, and unbeaten
Larry Holmes, a strapping
28-yearold battler out of
Easton, Pa., who won the

World Boxlng Council version
by beating Ken Nortan,
Spinks, -beaten but
disgraced, bas to be ranked a
formidable contender.
Helmes, with a 280 reco
and a style similar to that of
Ali, demands respect.
Auumln] um AlL, .n-r a
table
mately ulll lurn hls
to nel and broas
dlreclxnn nuunlhlc
the ideal chlmplonlhip
mlu:hnp would be Spinks-
Holmes

ull

But to reach that platesy, it
would be necessary to resalve’
a bitter promotional war
involving Bob Arum, the
Harvard-educated lawyer
who pulled off thé successful
""Battle of New Orleans," and
Don King, the convicted
murderer who brought the
heavywelght boxing show to
the obscure corners of the
world. He controls Holmes.

Ali's  13-round  decision,
which sent the huge crowd at
the Superdome into wild
roaring frenzy,
monument to a
pride and motivati

"You didn't see me dance
15 rounds, - you . know you
didn't," the :hlmplnn chided
the huge {nternations] hress
‘corps an hour after hls vie-
tary. “You said | was an old
man over the hill.

at couldn't have been
me out there dancing 135
rounds. No 35-year-old man
could outdance a 23-year-old
man, naw could

was 3 momenl the
champion relished.

Indeed, this was not the
same {labby, uninspired All
who was beaen by the ex-
Marine from St. Louls last
Feb. 15at Caesar's Palace,

At 231 pounds, five pounds
lighter than he was in thelr
first encount hn s,
llmo:t theadancing

He buum:ed lround lht
zu -foot
dancer’s [eet, n[.
Jabbing, occnmnlll_r ro:tlnn
his frustrat

inks, at :m was four
pounds heavier than at Las
Vegas, but a shadow of the
man who won the crown in his,
eighth professional fight.

Though he started fiercely
and aggressively ant gotin &
few good shots In Lhe early
rounds, he soon was con-
verted to an awkward
amateur by the more ex-
perienced All

"I wasn'L frustrated, [ was

nol -

"Ali Covers Up After ang HitBy A Spmku’l‘unrh

disappeinted,” Spinks said
nznnrd “He wasn't no
re tougher than h! was in
mz first fight, 1 just.didn't
haveit inmyh lnwn

*'1 wasn't me. I don't know
why. The championship
brought me g lot of problem:
Thad it in myself to go oul
win, but 1 just couldn't do it.

Spinks said-Ali still was his
idol and indicated he hoped
the old champlon would
retire.

‘1 rushed over to his corner
to congratulate him. [ wanted
to be the first to ralse his

"% said the beaten
"] knew 1 lost, You
as @ did I

They came in waves to see
what ‘would happen — the
masses paid an eslimated $6
million to watch hislory in the
monstrous domed arena.
They speni more on Lickets
than 104,943 paid at Soldier
Fleld in Chlcago, where Gene
Tunney &nd Jack Dempsey
fought ‘a second Lime a hali-

century ago.

Spinks’_ pocket took no
beating. The end of his 714-
day tenure at the top of the
heavywelght world filled his
wallet with $3.75 million. Ali,
s challenger for tha first imo
in so long, pocketed 33.25
o dancing al the

out dancin

EA“'lic_lm“!!m“ his familiar
“Float like 8 butterfly, sling
like a bee’” technique — &t
while everyone waited for
him, m lire, he never

ave
" He mll was on his toes at
the finish, flicking out &%
Spmh wllh his stinging left
an alnu Jolting him

raight

‘"‘1‘2“?#., evenin_round.
Spinks began showing signs
Ui wedriness. His s sncu
rubbery. He lost his com.
posure. He began swinging
wildly and setting himself up
as atarget for Ali's measured
shots.

I the sixth, Spinks’
valuable corner man, Gearge

Valdosta Knocks Off T’ville In AT

By MIKE CHASON

When it was over. a_man
walked up to Valdosta Coach
Nick Hyder and folded some
money inta his hand. He said
what had just taken place an
Cleveland Field was worth
more than the price of ad-
mission

1t was that kind of football

game
Like two bull elephants who
never get enough of fighting.

Valdosta and Thomasville
squared up here Friday night
ikl

Koo
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e 2 o
; & 0

=

P s
= :
Penaes ™ 1w

for the sixty-secong renewal
of one of the oldest prep
football rivalriesin the state

T result was

redictable bul it wasn't easy
tocome by.

Valdosta peeded a 4-yard
touchdown run uar-
terback John Lastinger with
Just 1:41 showing on the end
zone clock to clinch a 16-7 win
over a Thomasville team it
has beaten 42 limes since
1914

Before thal piece of fancy
foatwaork by the senior signal-
caller, Thomasville looked
very capable of picking up its
16th win in the series, which

o produced five ties,
'm not at all surprised,
nor am 1 disappainted”
Hyder said long after the
crowd of 9,800 had left the
near legendary confites of
“Death Valley." “‘Our people
had te learn poise in the
fourth quarter. Thomasville
ound foatball teas
1think we learned a lot of
réal good lessons from the
game. Patience is & lesson
You have o learn thal.*

Valdosta  fans were
anything but patient with the
clock ticking away and the
prospect of two Sminute
overtime periods becoming

ha

more of a reality every
second

“1ow pr:plrnd !'nr
overtime," Hyder said

.were rudy il it came m

th
Bu( itdidn't

Lastinger, who ad
problems throwing the ball
consistenlly was one of the
main reasons why VHS sewed
up its Lhird llrlll,hlwlnnllhe
vear [n reg

With 3:02
engineered
drive. First, he ran 18 ymu
on a weaving, broken field
pattern and then he threw 28
yards to Robert Smith on the
Thomasville side of the field

*‘That pass to Hobert kind

to p1

Sports Hot Line

By Mickey Herskowitz
And Steve Perkins

Q. Because Howard Cosell makes 50 many deep

technical
comments that are wrong, | wonder about his actual par-

ticipation in sports. Please give us a detyiled background of

Howard as an athlete. — W.C.

There bs also some |I:I4d|le¢ talk about & eareer a

Regan, Port Lavaca, Texas.
lettered II
tells It ke it

osell ns-l be

Howard's expertlse i sports Is due to his tetal recall of
anythlng he reads or anything sald to him. Even when i's
wroag. Howard resm embers i.

downed the ball.

Q. After all that has been written about the Billy Martin
firing and dramatic rebiring, do you fellows have an opinion
sbout what really happened behind the scenes? — Randy

Koenig, Loulsville.

A. We don't think H's all that complex. One of G
Melnbreaner's closest friends explained U to
'Gearge coulda't stand i that bn the end he
(.50 he rehired Billy."

simply:
wearing the

u-uol

of broke Lhelr
Lastinger said.

Flashy halfback Ernest
King then followed offensive

back,"

guard Fomby Hardin for
seven yards up to the
Thomasville 4-yard line.

Lastinger then wheeled to his
right and dived Into the end
zone for the sweetest six of
his career.
we dan't scare,
Jeaving town," Lastinge!
he was thinking of the final
drive. 1 would have
looking for the nearest exit.”

The touchdown touched off
mass’ hysteria op the home
side. Lastinger could only
feel ralief,

“I'm finally he:

e thought. -
Hyder said Light end Sath
Fletcher, tackle Scott Griffin
and guard Andy Chapman
opened the way for the score.
Earller, the veteran
Valdosta line had some
problems containing the
aggredsive Bulldog defense.
“They were beating us off
the ball,”" Lastinger sald,
“But our offensive line got
logether on Lhe sideline and
talked it over. Thly started
holding them ou
For the night, Lastinger
connected on 10 of 23 passes
for 123 yards. He had one
interception.
"1 felt like John was

he said

id. "'Bul
were wahm; him with two or
three tall people who kept
their hands up.
You can't throw out of &

Irell. He had-o see to throw.”

Keyed by a 16-yard gallop
by King, who had 59 yards
rushing In nine carries,
Valdosts pushed down lo
within 12 yards of the goal

line the first lime It touched

the ball. s

But Irwin Roe couldn’t
shake free on a fourth down
run, and the ball went over.

‘Three minutes later, Roe
stepped Into the spotlight
agaln. This time, he danced
14 yards to paydirt after

er had set up the play
~with l-'a passes to Fredrick
Blal

David Reaves kicked the
first of two extra inuln uu
game and heW
on the board with ! 1lltﬂ1n
‘the openin,

VHS mi

James

e,
Conaway, who had 10. in- .
dividual

Tackles,

and. cor-

—Tomag 141 Pinbe ry Mln D

Valdosta’s Rodney Gordon (12) Waits On'Bulldogs’ Cary Clark To Come His Way

nerback Troy Thomas, who
had eight, were helping to bog
down the Thomasville offense
complete
The Buflr!oil didn't even
get a first down the first
quarter and wound up with
only five for the almoat
penalty-free game. -
“'We've got to get our of-
lense to be as efficient as.our
efense, omasville Coach
Jim Hughes said. "1 felt like
our defense would hlvldllu
t

keepuh: the game

"But we couldn't get
nnyrhin( golag offensively.
ly had ‘that- one of-
reuul.vedrlvs
That 80-yard march in four

plays was a beauty.

. Fullback kripped
46-yard run en routs to
bis  71-yard rushing per-
formance and pul a move an

‘VHS salety Nathaniel Caesar
he won't soon fqrget.

Clark was thinking xix all
the way but Cari Roe ran him
ﬂnd:ull the 3.yard line.

Themasville qylrlrrgnk
Johnny Chastain signaled
touchdown h-tnru Strinj er
evency 1

Steve S&rl:ll.lnﬂ hit the
extra point kick with 8:29 left
Iathe first hall.

VHS delensive coordlnator
Jack Hudnlph mull bave
spotted his -t Istake
because 'ﬂwmllvllh never
threat lo score

again, * Y

Valdosta got 'within the
Bulldog 23-yard line twice
more, once lumln] the
over on downs once.
missing & $7-yard n.u oal
by Reaves.

Hughes, a Woody Hayes
disciple the way, 'wunl,hs

‘his air game only two times. -
Cha

in compleled one of

wa,
ield position dictates
bow  much we throw,"
Hluhu sald. “And if you'll
, we didn't have
nnyld.ndumrld position.'
thought they would
(lhnw more)," Hyder said
“Bu‘ my rulln[ about Jim I8

be'll throw hal Iu
dnunt]!.h . Jaw
our defense. It mpnudad

‘when {thadto.”

Alter Valdosta scored the
second time, Chastali did
slart sniffing for the TD bomb

- but |ul bombed in his ead
ball a safety by o -ég of
'N'llﬂ which “incleded

Carrel Johnson, . Jataes

Harris and Conaway.

Thomasville recovered the
resulting [ree kick but the
clock ran out of ticks for the

Benton, ﬂnerm in a huit,
y re just loo

mnyamulmrllnﬂ:m '
Spinks acknowledged

Benton’s eparlure,

shrugging it off with, “Oh, 1

guess Mo Jul wanted to
it

Spinks managed Lo hold his
own through lhe early
raunds, preu\ng the light bul
rarely innding on the evasive
target. In ‘the eighth round,
Ali buried his right glove in
Spinks' midsection and the
St. Louls ghetto kid winced
visibly, as if hurt

Sensing victory, the crowd
began Lo chanl loudly: “Ali!
Al AR

All's corner came alive,
Bundini Brown, (he champ's
court ester, began
scresming  and  ¢ryiag
Angelo Dundee, the faithful
trainer of 18 years, poured
wisdom In Ali's ear.

Muhammad responded. He
was more resolute as he

came out for Ttound nine
Spinks looked tired and
bewildered.

°

€r

*
Hughes,
Hyder See
Two Sides

By Times Stafl Wrlter

For Jim Hughes, it was "an
advertisement for high school
football.” For

Nick Hyder. it
t*

Hughes, masville
High School (unll:lll cokch,
mlrvbled.ll. the

produc Ido! ani
aulldugl staged before 9,
fans al Cleveland Fleld h!re
Friday night

“Tuis g 8 great ad-
vmlnmml for hl[h school
[ ** Hughes said. “This

g at I.nq for two
|ood. football teams.”
Hughes”
dropped

al
I,u Vllduu six
straight times. The I
Thomasvilic won wasin a 40-0
rout of the Wildiats at
Cleveland Fivid In 1974,

“1 wag here in ‘74," Hyder,
Valfoata coach, sald.
“We were fightling to even
make a first down (hat
night.”

Valdosta finished 3.7 IJAII
season, Hyder's first.
then, the wunuu nm wen
3 games and

reglon In any y. lan:n or
fashion," Hyder said. "“This
is a bisck-and-blue I"ﬂ::
‘That was a cat and dog fight
out there tonight."

to "
o you guyi (o ters),
bridge Friday, sind Valdosta
mests here.



