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By MIXE CHASON
It wasnot at ali expected
Nothtng could have driven
that fatt home any harder
than the reactions of me
mammoth crowd on
sides of Cleveland Field nh!n
Saturday night's Class AAAA
state :hlmpluﬂ\hvp football
game had e
As Lhe Grlmn fans lhoutrd
“we're number one"
wnved their mittened ﬂsu Ln-
yarosTICR
Varonta Orite

ahe huge stadium was almost
silent i

Bul it wasn't Because
Valdosta's Wildcats lost in
their second consecutive trip
to. the state finals. 1t was
beuusennbady von.

What it 77 lie

“We're p;.y as hell m be
co-champions ~ in
AAAA" Griffin Coach Llo}d
Bohannon said as he ex-
citedly patted  individual
members of his team on the
back and on their helmets.

Valdosta Coum Nick Hyder
wasn't exaelly 8 bundle of joy
but he 't dl!tnnsolnl:
either

;un feel neutral,” Hyder
“That's how a tie leaves
JII!I neutral
think one of Coach
er\ghu
l‘hlmann!M&
asn'l it7 We
Last year we lost
Overtimes and penetration
in effect diiring the
and  in

Bazemore's state
was a tie,
didn't tlose

Ilcbreailng melhﬂdﬁ ere used
in the title game

Valdosta llxn tied Athens in
1969 for the state title in a 26-
26 contest, That game was
also  play at Cleveland
Field, which was loaded to
the gills with a_crowd of
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11,500 Saturday nighnt.
Turnovers ‘dominated the
action  wi teams

shivering from either the 45

degree lempernture or the

excitement or,|
Valdosta coughed the ball
up twice on fumbles and
turned it aver three times on
mlernpnuni Griffin lost two
fumbles,

r!lull!d in Vlldui(ls only

seor
The Bears, whu wwnd IIS

wigh a 123

already lmbled an' l'nurth
o won when senior
fullback  Jesse  Stewarl

Ba‘?ged nto the center of the
line and lost the ball with
8:54 left in the [irst quarter
Wildcat defensive tackle
Carrol Johnson pounced on
the pigskin 39 yards [from

pn_;dm
Cats put their wide
‘open offense inlo high gearon
the. opening play with a
halfback pass from Irvin Roe
to Fredrick Blair for & 14-
yard gain
Tardor quarterback John
Bond, making only the second
start of his career, found tight
end Sam Fletcher and Blair
for two more catches lo push
mn ball ta the 10-yard stripe.
r Bond threw an in-
:amplée pass, funior half-
ack Ernest King squeezed
for seven yards to the 3,
Roe carried to the 8-inch line
on third down
Bond then bolted aver the
back of ceater Tony Blaselli
for the touchdown with 6:21
showing on the first quarter
cl

lock
David Reaves added the
extra polnt and even the folks

Gr:fﬁn Hny'back chky Williama Looks FnrRunnngoom Around The Lefl Side Ofﬁu Line

hanging on the chimney
across the street, from the
-tudium Jjoined in the ap-

PlGrillin quarterback Jeft
Ector [umbled the ball back
to the ‘Cats on the Bears’ next

poss . Senior  cor-
roy -Thomas, who

mping one minute

the ghme, recovered the

Bond lost the ball twice on*
fumbles before the first
quarter ended. Grilfin got a
313 y rd eld goal attempt out

second miscue: bul

Wlll Va‘tlhefbee grandson
l{rmer Georgla Coach
Wally Buits, couldn’t con-

ect.

Griflin  safety  Marvin
Curtis picked off two of
Bond's passes in the secand

quarter, on
bounﬂd out u! the hands of
layf . for nought
Elrly in the quarter, Bond
had spotted Blair wide open
and streaking foward the end
zone but the senior split end
couldathang onto the ball
grnovers  were
cert, llnl a factor,” Hyder
said. "I| 8 just IJ.ke wh:n you
work hard all week and then
you come up and get your
check and find out they cul
your salary inhalf."

VHS defensive coordinator
Jack Rudelph dashed out on
the field while the Renally
was marked off but the man
in the striped shirt prevailed,
despite @ heated protest by
the Wildcat coach

Bul Rudclph didn’t point ta
that particular play alter the
game as the lide-turner.

Valdosta, which wound up ""They were whll 1 told
140-1, could still have had 8 pegple they were,” Rudolph
140 edge al intermission said, *“They had speed.
when Roe zipped 82 yards  Tonight, lhey were as good as
with a punt return only t0  anybedy we've played 1
have it called back because of mmk with  the weather

a clippmg penalty.

boos rained down on
the nll'!l:llls like hall from
heaven when it was signaled
that Roe's handiwork was all

conditions the way they were,
it was more of a climate for a
defensive ballgame "

An icy breeze sent the chill

'S A
Valdosta, Griffin LeftIn 7-7 Deadlock

Nobody Expected
The Final Result

ﬂfheﬁalnqslaﬁailming
SPORTS

Valdosta Defender Kemw Evans Pursues Griffin Quarterback Jeff Ector While Teammate Fights Off Block

hrlnr steadily downward as
the game progresse:

At that paint, Ector rlnzd a
21-yard pass lo {
chklvn who almost broke it
for a touchdown as the third
quarter ended.

Rudolph lost one of his key
performers with 4:18 to play
in the second quarter when
Thomas seversly twisted his
ankle. He ack to play
in the second I:lll llthnug he

was  well
ccuted, " sald Hyder. “Our
derrnse did a geod job but

they just executed per-
wasn't able to return punts, fectly.’

. Two plays into the final
oo o said e period, Eiar outran the VHS
had Lobe hurting - e fefenders from. seven yards

8. away and dived into the ulnd

The third quarter contained  zone. There waz 11:13 lo play
the play of the game In when Wetherbee kicked the
Hyder's opinion extra point

M behind * the Both  defenses  were

w::l‘unlﬂ strut of Ricky determined not Lo give an

¢illiams, who had 64 yardsin  Inch the rest of the way
19.carrles, Gritfin moved the  qyomas and end James
::l:lel T the Valdosta 30-vard o e oot

seven tackles apiece. Lynn
Roberts and Jimbo Hancock
chalked up six apiece

Fnddle Gilbert was a one-
ng crew for
Grimn vmh 11 tackles

With 15 seconds left,
Bohannon ordered & i9-yard
field goal by Wetherbee,
which sailed far to the nghl

But Bohannon had hope.

“l lhou'ht it, was going to

H the first year
an n coach said. It dldn't
miss but that far lhordlng his
hands apart a yard

“We prtlplrednur lves
the fake,” Hyder said. "w:
thought they might fake it

Bul they didn't and with
four seconds left, Valdosta
gol the ball back for ane of
those last gasp deals which
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Kino bioms — wieg |,
R et oo T

of Tackies): Vaiiala

ruwcaprion Rmuma v

P Recei: — o
et 16 RS\ S TR 3. Crse | SReeCHSROm, GriMin.- Curti 3.

Fedede e de sk e ke de ok dok

Bond Left Pussled
No Satisfaction

‘Gained By ’Cats

Times SIITWriter
John Bond was puzzled by ji-ll.
“‘We had that first drive fiere that we moved it so good," the
Valdosta High School quarterback said after his team had tied
Griffin's Bears 7.7 in the Class AAAA championship game here
Saturday night
*1t just puzzles me,” Bond sald. I don't know what hap-
pened. The fumbles hurt us. 'Ann lhnnrumble: that 1lost hurt
““They were tough and quick. 1 belleve they were the
quickest team we played.”
Band was starting al quarterback for only the second Lime in
his career, He drew the starting nod when senior signal-caller
John Lastinger went down with & shoulder separation in the
first round of the state playoffs
The 6-fo01-4 junior battled constant rrn-urelrum the Griflin
defensive [ront, which shut down Valdosta’s vaunted running

, game to adrizzle.

Marvin Curtls also Intercepted three of Bond's passes
**] was nervous at first but when 1 got oul there, and we got

started, | was all right,”* Bond said.

Bond scored Valdosta's anly touchdown on a 1-yard plunge in
the first quarter

Valdasta_cornerback Troy Thomes sat silently on the
trainer's table in the locker room, having heavy tape cut oft his
ankle which he sprained severely but which did not keep him
from playing.

Thomas said the tie was much better than last year's 16-14
loss to Clarke Central in the state tille contest but he didn't
hide his

never séem to work for
anybody but the Atlanta
Falcons

Bond ran lo his right but
was buried bg. Bearu before
he could gc!
pass olf lhe oppasite
direction.

On! side’began to celebrate
e olher couldn’t believe
it wlnllluver

m{ wal
Playoff Results
Cl AAAA
Valdos Griffla?

Class AA
East Home 25, Claxion$

Class A
Bulord?, Charlton Co. ¢

sald he was going to sign a college !mtblll
snho}lrshlp with the Universily of South Carolina Saturday

*“This is my last year. I wanted to win it,"” senior linebacker
Lynn Roberts sald ns he stood in the dressing room with all his
gear, including his helmet, still op.

"“They were good but ‘e Just had some bad breaks. We

fumbled the ball and had some interceplions.

Most of the VHS players dressed in silence while down the
way, the Griffin players [eatured smiles and a couple of
number one fingers in the air.

“Wegot what waclmunrr, one Bear said

“We're still nnmber one. nd said. T t\x:t wish we could
play them again."

FraA Ak A Aok ok Aok

Dooley Expects Versatile Lastmger To Fit In AtUGA

But before a pnchd game room in the Lastinger home on a
dreary Saturday afternoon several hours ago, the number one
quarterback in Region 1XAAAA this seas:] pul pen to prper
and became 2 bonafide Bulldog comethe {all of ‘73

‘And there wasno doubt that Georgia does indecd -
foo1-2, 174-pounder with nice manners dnd quiel demesnor.

‘Wayne McDulfie, the Georgia'assistant coach who's made
valdosta his second home the past twa years in-the recruit-
menl process of Buck Belue and Lastinger, perhaps said it

‘ot e s

"I  told John [ thought he was a winner, and thatblcunld‘hg'lp
upfootball team,” the always snappily dressed McDul
,. he helped himseli Lo a paper plateful of the varius lnlch
spread on theTining room l-ble
""Wipning means more to him than where he plays. He can
help us win al some poshm All Ttald him was that he could
phy at Georgia.™
When the word spread through the cammunity that
Lastinger was headed for Athens, most folks were dumib-
reaction was that he was going to
"sit on. the beach behind Jell Pyburn and Balue.
Doug Barfield wantéd Lastinger badly at Auburn, and the'
Bear himsell came is*valdosta to try to persuade young John
to come to Tuscaloosa. So why did Lastinger choose, s college
which alreutly has two nmnle signal-callers? 4
*I wanted to go to a place where 1 though [ could behapp
u»unger said over and over to the nuny lnqu!ﬂ!s pagsi

in

his d.ir«.-ﬂnn Saturday.

And for the. ramrd Lastinger's not going t6 Gew ia
carry the jock of Pyburn or Belue or anybody elsa, He's ;ulnl
e.uu-yl.uvlnnmeon the football team.. samewhere.

I think the best oppertunity for John wl.ube at some other
position (ather than quarterback) next year,” Bulldog Coach
Vince Dooley said l[ter sitting through several picture
‘Sesaions with Lastiager.

“We recrulted him as sn athlete. Pml.euph.luuy. that's
sihat we've llﬂlfl tried to do at Geargla. We're going to give
him a chance to play in possibly the secondary or as a receiver,

Alter the first year, 1 would like to se¢ him same at quar-
terback." K_,

It's posecret Pyburn l,rndu.llel after next season. Unless the
situation changes, and it could, that would leave the quar-
terback }u‘u to Belue and-or Lmiuaer ‘Which Is not to say
Belue won'l be battling Pyburn for the position next year.

Docley realizes the situation. He knows scme pecple might
be inclinkd to (hink Lastinger is headed for Pine Time, U.S.A.
““That's only natural,”” Dooley said. “Some of the other
schools that were after John rmlnﬂgd him of that often. But
the mn!‘h. he did't’ play second siring when Buck was the
er

d

griing ceremony and could sée
things :nmini out of Lastinger joining him with the Bi

“[think It’s great," Belue said. "I think he realized we
a great future up there, He wantsto be a partof it t's [nln[ In
bé an asset toour program tohave wmmnu!hl.l calibre.

**He can do so many things. I don't know. where they're going
to play him but he's got the kind of hlmlmath ean playina
lot'sf positions. He's somebody ll;mncln'l with,

Ironically, when Belue signed with Geargia last yeu. Dou'luy
nor McDuffie had any Idea they would return to Valdosta

yen; later to sign another Wildcat quartérback.

the spring game without really knowing he was a
prospect,” McDulfle sald. “I.went down Lo (Valdosta Coach)
Nick (Hyder) after the game, -nd he started telling me all the
things he could do.

“1t was hard Lo believe It could happen .-1; over‘again. You
|n|unl don't hear of one quarterback following anolher one like
at."

McDuffie has seen Valdosta play 13 times over the past two '
years. He dogged Belue's feotsteps and them be put his hound-
dog nose on Lastinger. Just like the Royal Canadian Mounted
Pollce, he got his man every time.

"It's really been a p]enm," McDu!!le said. "Ym couldn't
ask for two [lner th of them bandled
recrulting extremely el T u:tnl: mm are the kiad of young |
men we need at the University of Georgia."

‘The television lights, the Ducky Wall Interview, hnvlng
Dooley in his home and just the excitement of signing a major
college foo scholarship should bave been a sloi
ending for Las enior season.

Mlu his signing, the proper [airy tale conclusion mkl.hn-e v
been for Lastinger to pull on bis number 11 jersey, trotout "on
ﬂ!ve‘lmd Fleld and lead the Wildcals o the state cham-

plonsh! :
At lhuume of this writing, thers was no way to know if *
Valdosta did or did not win the state title Sa . But
however the game came out, Lastinger 4id not get to writs the
final chapter.
lnlte , he 'Ilrm m‘pl?lldﬂ‘hw with a wp!rnlwd‘blhlllder
th po chance of even the ¢e. But thera Is a |
iver lining to the Lastinger ’a-g- His careec g
has the chance to play

Teval. ‘I‘

s there.
Noone doubts John Lastinger will make the most of it =




