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TIFTON — solh!hlllllil.l
Even with IMLr mugh-
:ounly rival Lowndes o
seven days away, \mdu-u
Wildcats: played with an
TARDSTICK

(T ——,
SPORTS

playolfs,” he sald. *
the best team we've played.
Itwasa lood ballgame. They.
werg very well-coa
Hyd:r echoed ﬂwﬂ sen-

"Dur “conches fust dla ]
igreat job of preparation,
Hyder sald, naming off Ja
Rudol ﬂnllhl

m

Valomta TR
Firs Dowes uoy
AN ]
s 3u Tift Cmmty Stadium homu
:-u-m By 1 3 with only thoughts of what
S sm4  sus  might bave been on the cool,
pass 3, 1 wlndj Octlober night.

inlmllly ﬂnrlctemuc of the
r-one ranked
F ‘riday night in a
ls-lenu"rTlf!Cn ly
Wheeling and dealing
from the opening Illnlroll
Valdosta never lost command
of the game bilied as the top
prep football attraction in
Georgla. The now 60 Wild-
cats scored the first two
times they touched the
pigskin and sent most of the
overflow crowd of 14,000 at

Coach Nlck Hydurhld
ore the Reglo:
MM (North) contest Lhat
* his .team_ had shoved . all
thoughts “of -Lowndes back
into the inner recesses of ils
mind for perhaps the first
time all season.
For this game with the
faurth-rank: Blue Devils,
there was to be no looking
ahead to Oct. :.!

Hyder it,
“Noslr Hyder in his best-

Only 1 Defense

. “'We thought
only about Tift
we're going to enjoy this one
fo ltlunﬂhoun

think

wmel.lllni

going to be like the D-Day
+ explosion. Every person who
can get Into that stadium will
get In. A bank robber couldn’t

choose a better

everybody in VI]dDIf.I will be
atthal football gam

iding an emotional high
which probably lasted well
into the night, Hyder scoffed

Bo!tou but
himsell.

"They had them l'lr.d up
and ready to play. Tift is a
good football -team. Thirty-
five to seven is not the dlf.
ference in these two football
teams, They're lougher than

hi
Some fans might have
quullon!d !hll inion when
‘aldosta downfleld
I;le a hlrd n! buu elephants
on the loose on its first two

third

County, and

et week I

time because

possessions.
On the Wildeats'

at'the notipn his team had
Playoff spol wrapped up.
ul we've still got to win

lwﬂ

gam:
of Friday nllm fever said.
“There's still lh! possibility

of a three-way Lie,

(subreglon) el
e n penal
T et King sii) got h1s sbof at

glory six plays later when he
lled over from-the 1

St?i'?’vwed Test

By Times Siaff Writer
TIFTON—Before Lhe game, they were calle

defenses in Region 1-AAAA. ARerwards, only one had survived

thet

1UTIT wigs the rest ol its
games and we lose Lo
Dougherty, wa very easlly
mu‘iﬁllvt athree-way tie."

Valdosta Is now 3.0 in north
subregion play while Tift fel}
10 2-1. Dougherty (Albany) is
also 3-0°aflter 24-8 victory over

d the two best

line with 6:16 to play in the
openlnaper

“Senlor quarterback”’ .‘uhn
Lastinger pumped blood
the drive with three l.‘nn-
secutive lirst down passes to
Robert Smith and Fredrick
Blair. Blalr caught a 32-yard

est.
Heading Into Friday night's high school football game here,
Valdosta's Wildcats and Tilt County's Blue Devils had givenup
only 14 points apiece in their first five games.
‘That all changed when Valdosta sla
books for its sixth straight win this sea
“They were a good leam,” Valdosta linebacker Lynn,
Roberts, who was credited with b!lnt in on 14 tackles, sald;
just didn't b gethis passes off.
't get nverennl’ldenl We'll prabably have to play
ain. We've t to get ready for next week now. If
keep our hud stralght, we'll have a pretty good

2:357 scoré in the

Senior cornerback and overall team captain Troy Thomas
had nine stops, and sophomore salety Nathanlel Caesar had
five. %

Cornerback Rodney Gordon stopped two Tilt drives with
interceptions.

"“They did about what we Lhought they would," Gordan said.
*'We just tried Lo hold on tight and play our game."

Offensively, that meant putting points on Lhe scoreboard and
Jobn Bond did that twice, once from his tight end position and
q-m in the back-up quarterback's role.

dB ond is some kind of an athlete," VHS Coach Nick Hyder |
sai

**Bond. & junior, hauled ub & {8:yard uchdown pass from
John Lastinger after bringing the play in from the sidelines
and then scrambled 26 yards for a touchdown in the final two
mlnules
I was going to the end wn:.“ Bond llld “All I could see
was white lines and gold paint."

Hyder revealed afler the game that linebacker John Branan
had played with two broken bones in his hans

Albany Friday night
Dougherty meels
in two weeks and then takes

ree
teams do wind up in a te,
their overall records would
lo determine which
two advance lo the playof(s, night
h Gene B

be used

Tift' Coac}

bq]levei that would Illllllll

them, they would

still get in

beauty Lastinger hung,.
perfectly dawn lhe -visitors'

sideline.

“What more can you say
aboul Lastinger?” Hyder
question:

“He's tough,” Brodie said
of the senior signal-caller
who wi ht lnrﬂlnnlhs

here

yai

A fourth dnwn pass to
Smith, who had five ellehes
for &6 yards, and 8 21-yar
bullet to John Bond set up
Valdosla's second score. This
lime Lastinger jumped up
and over hh rock. lo

herty beau

lne

it in the end zone for a touch-

fell'short. Morris outran Nathanlel ‘game he hoped his team e e 1 e
Mﬁerl.ynn Roberts jumped Clerr :111 ‘t?: o g T; :0’: didn’t lnlklvnln;:.y ml;l:;n ™ U [ (R RS
on.a Mark Hand fumble, * yard sprint for six wi : He sald. Valdosts a Rt
Valdosta put Reaves in for a ieft in the third period. tendency to Laka advantage  VaL—iadinem’ nn (R iicu
30-yard field goal effort with , “Jack mudalph defensive  of mistakes. TSR A AT
four. minutes left but it was coordinator). did have to After Hobby fumbled on his 1
wide to the leftand woundup make some adjustments . own 13-yard line In the fourth
bouncing harmlessly into a Hyder sald. quarter and VHS defensive
multitude of fans camped on _ Tift never moved beyond end James Harris recovered
the ~ Valdosta - 45-yard

with 2:10left in the p:nod
David Reaves klcled the
second af five extr.
Tift quart
Hobby, who was rumored to
be injured but didn't look it,
rm:nd ‘l'il'l in a’position I'or o
yard goal. try

already lost two games.

The losa set the Blue Devili™,
at 51 overall and left
Valdosta as the only unbeaten
team in the 12-school lengue, *
often called the toughest
football region in the state.

Brodie would like another
chance to put the first dent in
Valdosta's record.

Clrlol Tenuriu in the ucund
quarter but it missed wide to
the left.

Tenorlo also Iried & ss-
yarder with three second:

ahillin the end zone,

Rodney Gordon's pass #gain. The adjustments were
1 I.ln

interce, Inn ll um ade. pmph

stoj P' Lastinger hit the first lick Gordan ||||¢"gp[¢d his,

whieh had ear((ed down |;. toward driving the finalstake  second Hol pass on TiR's

the VHS 17-yard line. into the Blue Devils' hearts next series to trigger a 26~
On the opening series of the  With a 48-yard touchdown loss  yard touchdown run by Bond,

secand half, me;-memlon to Bond with 2:33 to.play in  wha took ayer for Lagtinger

a new Behind the al fuarterback.

rumllng ol mnny Morris, But then, the rush was on
ho had 84 yards rishing in for the exits, and the Valdosta

waving one

u carries and Hand, who had
83 yards in 13 tll'rln‘
bolted to its only score.

down; Brud.lt 's words seemed

players we
finger in the air.

“'Naturally, we'd like to
them

remaining In the half but H

Brodisf ad sald before the

Royals Tumble, 6-5

NEW YORK (4P).— Gruff Thurman Munson
was grinning. Friendly George Brett was
frowning. This was ane time.you certainly could
tell the winning and losing players without a
scorecard.

Munson socked a titanic two-run bomer off
loser Doug Blrd in the eighth inning to rally the
New York Yankees to a 65 decision over the
Kansas City Royals, despile Brett's record-
breaking threé canseciitive homers.

The victary gave the Yankees a 2-11ead In the:
besto-5 American League Chamiplenship
series, moving New York to within one game of
ils third straight World Series. The Yankee
triumph aiso moved the bridesmaid Royals one
loss sway from their third siralght post-season
elimination by the World Champlon Yankees.

With the amax Guldry, 253,
tonight, Yankee Manager
reason to smile ... and he didn’t sing a song.

.. “I've got the best plicher in baseball going,"
said Lemon. ‘‘Whe'cauld ask for nyu:ln; mare?
Hey, that would maks a hell of a song."

Dennls Leonard, 21-17, the lirst-game loser,
takes the ROJals' sesason tn bis hands ionight.

“I'm”not afraid of Guldry,” sald Leonard.
"We're not dead until I.h.y beat us for the third
time. We'llgive it a battls."

Friday's game was  fullscale war, with Brett

/

Bretl became the first player to hit-three
straight homers in league champlonship series
competition, connecting off Catfish Hunler tn the
first, third and fifth innings.

“In the boxscore, this
the most,” said Breit something 1'll never
forgel. I'd just rather we'd have won.’

Jackson knows something about home runs,
having slammed Lhree straight in the fnal game
of the 1977 World Series. He felt deeply for Brett.

““The man can't do more than he did," said
Jackson. “'Losing a ballgame like that really
wears on you.

Or as Kansas City relief specialist Al Hrabosky
put it: “'I understand how he must feel. He had
one of the best games in baseball history, but it
Just went for pought.

Jackson matched Breti's first homer ‘with &

« solo shot off starter Paul Splittord! in the second,

then knocked in Munson, who had doubled, with
an REI single in the fourth. Jackson besitated on
Lou Pinlella’s ensuing single and Piniella,
unable to stretch his hit Into a double, wi
trapped off first. Only shoristop Fred Patek's
throw sailed into the stands, allowing Jackson to
score fora 3:2lead,

Bretl's thirdhomer tied the game, but Jackson
eguntered with a sacrifice fly in the sixth for his
sath career RBI Ia the playoffs, a championship
series record.

e ls golng to -Low up -

Munson’s Homer Saves Yanks

City a 54 lead until Muisas, homerless in his
previous 54 games stung Bird for & 450-foot blast
over the leftield fence. Rellef ace Rich
Gossage, who relieved Hunter at the start of the

seventh,

#ot the win, reurlnl the Royals in order

intheninth,

“r nem' hit one that felt as good,” ssid

Mun
“'I"hnt ‘was the longest ball T ever saw !llht-
sald

“ handed

batter hit in Yankee Stadium,'

Jackson: When Munson trotted home Jackson
was there to greet him. Munsos slapped

Jackson's outstreiched

hends with both palms

and Reggle then gave him an cnulmlﬂ Wl

oh the rump.
Never the best of friends, these two Yankee

leaders

had made contact.

“[admire a great pu'!mmn« and the homer

*Thurfnan kit wi
Jackson. “"We have uud relation:

rllpocl

mn

th sides. You can't plu with a man

on bol
like that and not like him. 1 like him and [ respect

“him."”

“We're a more close-knit group this year,"

said Munson, alluding t6 the squabbles

of 1977

at maiched Jackson vi. Mison, Jackson vs,

n\lmgealent and
“Those th

unson vs. mahagement,
g8 just are‘pot prevaleat lmoﬂ.
d played baseball the last

‘"We' just ut h-:k an

Beat Dodgers, 9-4

: TN
Yankees'Lou Piniella Argues His Case At The )w{wrn Vain

!

firing most of the shots for Kansas City and
Munson and Reggle Jackson counter-attacking

for the \'nnkm:

Darrel

Phillies Play ‘Staymg Alwe’In Game 3

LOS ANGELES (AP} — Shortslop Larry
Bowa and outfielder Greg Luzinski tried to
put the Philadelphia Phillies’ position in the
best-of-five Nalional League playoils in
proper perspective

“1 feel better than I did yesterday
(Thursday),” said Bowa alter the Phillies
beat Los Angeles 94 Friday night. The
victory kept Philadelphia allve after the
nudam won the first two gam:

"'Our backs are still against I.he-ull " said
Bowa, ane of the key figures in the Phillies’
third ‘consecutive Eastern Division cham-
pionship. “'Bul the ld‘lnhgn still Is to the
Los An| eln Dodger:

“They still have lwn tomorrows, but we
have to' win another must game. If we win
the fourth game, then the tide ch »

And Luzinski, who had a pairof singles and
a home run in the Phillies’ first triumph of
the series, took somewhat the same outlook.

“[.don’t think we cad alford the luxury of
thinking of Sunday (a possible fifth game),"
aaid Luzinski. “We have to win Lomorrow
(Saturday) first.: The Dodgers ‘are tough.
They’renot going to lay down and die."

As for 'Los ‘Angeles, the Dodgers were a_

graciops but confident loser. Dodgers"
‘Davey set the tone.
It just wasn't our day, that's all

1

sald. “Steve Carllon (winning Phillies'
pitcher) had a good breaking ball, but he
hurt us most with his bat ... They were just
better (han us tonight, that's all, They're an
explosive Leam and they hit the ball hard. We
didn't expect them Lo go out and play dead
for us.’

Carlton not only wenl the ﬂlllam:e with an
elghl-hitter, striking out elght and walking
only two, but the left-hander socked a three-
run homer and a runscoring single to help
him win his first post-season game. He had
been 0-2 in playolf games and 0-1 in World
Series play. He bas by sonieas
the guy who never wins the big one.

Carlton sald duch negalive thinking was
against his philosophy.

He tried to lay lo rest the “knock” by
saying: ““That's just the way the recerdis. It
doesn't bother me.""

Carlton did win a big game Friday night. It
at least saved the Phillies from being swept
in tho playoffs twice in the last three years,
The Dodgers beat them' in four games in
1977. * >

The Phillies jumped o & 4-0 lead in the
second against Don Sutton, a guy who has the
reverse’ rapullﬁw of Carlton, Sulton has

ferred 1o as the pitcher who always

play, three playalf whstodon two in the
-World Series.

"I felt like a boxer," said the dejected
Sutton. T led with my left when 1 should
have been leading with my right. It didn't
work out. But I'm confideént we'll win."

The Phillies scored their four runs in the
second inning on three hits, the big blow a
three-rim

homer over the 383-fool sign in right
field by Carlton; a .291 hitter during the

run-scoring single preceded Carlton’s M[
hit.

The Dodgers didn't quit and, except for a
fan's. interference on a dauble by Bill
Rassell, might have tied the scoreby the end

of thres, Clrllun e up his only two walks
in the second. Ri doubled past
third, Ron

wins the big one. He was 50 in

LB

op
made {t 4-1 and Bhker never
In_the third, Los A.nphl ‘seoréd twice on
Reggle Smith's single, Steve ¢ Garvey's RBI
doubleanda Cey.
4 . 3

meelpau broke:the game open i n e
sixth, thanks to an error by second baseman

Carlton singled home ene run. When right
fielder Smith's throw to third, trylng for
Slzemore, ended up In the Mm dugout
fér a second error, Sizemore scored.

That finished Stitton. Carlion trotted home
nn Nm-hnlar Jerry Martin's double and It

»\ﬂﬂ' I.III., Garvey's nhﬂl-l.unlnlhnu
y . Dodgers'- dai

the tide will

ers haven't béea In 4 must

sltuation I this atil] have bwh
ced {0 i s 2

Il Porter’s runscoring tingle and AL
Cawens’ Rntmmdummmmun Kansas
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half of the year: Now uuuu'mu uln Hwy
‘weren't 5o tired, l:vnnlnumdm

VHS-LHS Tlckets
To Be Avall'able

By Thmes Stall Wr| Her
A limited n\llnblr of tickets to the Valdosta-Lowndes
hllh -erI football game hMAy arsto hlv lhbl- here |*

Vlldun City Schosl Syitem Finanée Director
Kent said 208 reserved seats would be an sals at 1

Monday at vudodumnu:w!hr I'blu'l‘neh
ket-bholders,
Thereserved seataare 3.
an upspecified num! mﬂlldnhﬁn
lm& umli be avallable for nh o Ihl fm-
medmtu llurmrmld m,
12 goneral

admisigitc ohich g >
mununvmm "“a‘;a".‘..,. 'ﬂ’
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