Keith Boothe (19) and Al Hilyer hit Valdosta’s
Robert Smith frem the top and bottom to bring him
down after he gained 12 yards ou a pass play during
Friday night's bastle st Tift Stadium between the *

Hurricanes
Beat Cook,
Now 4-1-1

ADEL - Mmm:m
Prince set up twe Hurricane scores
vhile hauling in five passes for 140 yar-
5 as the Hurricanes' msarched to a
'I-13 region 1-AAA victory over the
m(mxyumwmmay
light

The Purple Hurricanes -struck
aydirt first, ‘capitalizing on a Wade

lucker. fumble recovery at the Hor- °

lets’ 24-yard line. It took Fitzgerald
even plays to cover the 24 yards, with
lames Graham going the final 10 at the
32 mark in the first period. An attern-
Ked, pass for the two-point conversion
vas intercepted and Fitzgeraid led 80

Fitzgerald got on the scoreboard
igain with 4:04 remu.aing i the first
juarter on Walter Moss’ three-yard

icore. Steve Prince's 5i-yard pass
quarterback.

'eception from Hurricane
larry Foster set up the &2-yard,
our-play drive.-Tony Dopson ran the
wo-point conversion and the
{urricanes had a 140 lead

The: Hornets got on the scoreboard
n the second period with 10:42
emaining when Gerald- Covington
ourid Ron Lasseter in the end 206 for
he score. The-touchdown cagped a
Hud 13play drive. Scalt Storey’s

ek was good snd Cook narrowed the
nargin to 147

Fitzgerald ‘hit paydirt again the
econd period with §: 50 remaining on a
our-yard -plunge by Moss, ending a
ix-play. $4-yard drive_The big play of
ke drive came on a S2yard pass
oster to Prince. Clay Alexander's
ick wupndulﬂ!h!Hmaled
i the intermassion, 21-7

After a 25-yard Hurricane punt to
heir own 35-yard line, Cook’s Coving-
m connected with Lasseter for a
byard score. The kick was bfocked
nd Fitzgerald went on to win its four-
' game of the séason 21-13.

The Hurricanes are now 4-1-1 onthe
rason and Cook’s record drops (0 3-3

Fitzgeraid hosts Berrien County
ext Friday night in a region contest.
thile Coole'Lraveis to Appling County

" -Pllcher)

-

The final score of a game isn't
always the best way to judge a team.
and "according to Valdosta coach Nick
Hyder, that holds true in his 35-7 vie
tory o»erT:ltCannyrndaymm

We aren’t that much better
Tift,” stated FHyder. “The score
tonight is no indication at all as to how

.- good Tift is 'n:ymammw'

team than that.”
Tift, who trailed 147 just. two

Biue Devils and Wildcats. Smith hauled T five
, Passes for the night, good for 65 yards, in the Wild-
m:snrh-ﬂwcna.(mmwuuh

A r

minutes into the third quarter, fell to
mistakes later in the half as Vaidosta

By Jlll RATHGEBER
azette Sports-Editor
.

““That long bomb broke our
backs.. 21 got us.” T coach- Gene
Brodie lamented Friday night, after his
fourth-rated Blue Devils suffered a
357 loss at the hands of the No.:
I-ranked Valdosta Wildcdts - before
some 12,000 fans at Tift Stadium. *

The defeat was_ the. first in six
outings for the- Blue Deyils, while
Valdostd is now 6.

Brodie was referring to a 48-yard
pass play which sent the Wildcats into
a21-7 lead late in the third quarter

The Devils had retalisted with a
quick score on their first series of
plays in the second half, closing the
g2p L 147, bat the bomb with 2:53 to
£0 in the period “just did us in, " Brodie
sai

“That was the tumning point right
there. That was the'ball game. "

Not taking anything away from the
Wildcats, Brodie added “tfat’s. the
best team we've phyed It's a very
good, well-coached team We got beat
by a better team. ..toni

He stuck in that “tonight”
there is a M.hly that lhe [kvlls

background fs tackle Tim Case, while Antonio Terry
(32) is ready to block as Hand keado downfield.
Hand ended up with 81 yards on 12 carries for the
night. (Gazette Photo by Herb Pilcher)

change their strategy and that caused
their mistakes

managed to rack up three touch
in the final haif -

“1 think our two teams are rated

said of Tift County
“The two touchdowns we scored

" early in the game forced them (Tift) to

“The ' that Tift scored
was typical of how explosive they can
be. That is what bothered us the most
— their ability to score at any time .

“*We have been telling our boys all
week that if we let up they would be
able ‘to score and that is what hap-

pened <
“‘We knew before the game that the

and the ‘Cats muld meet again in the
poll season playoff:

“It surewwldhemeel.nphy ‘em
again,’ he added.

The Wilcats got cranked up_2arly,
putting their first seven points on the
seorebouﬂmuhrﬂmmiudvlm
after forcing the Devils into a punting
situation.

Starting from their own' 34-yard
line, the- ‘Cats reached paydirt in 10
plays, with Ernest King going in from
the onc with_6:16 to go in the quaster.
David Reaves split the wﬂm with
his point-after kick

Inctuded in the drive were lwnpu!
completions —

The ‘Cats forced the Devils into
another - punting situation after the
kickoff, lhuumegettmglh:buuulhe
Tift 42-yard line.

From \hcrt' after lvm running

sitaation, then two plays later hit John
Bond for another 21 to move the ball to

. the Tit oné,

Lastinger scored this time — with

PAT to leave the Wildcats ahead by a
140 margin.

The second stanza was a defensive
struggle, being highlighted by three
fleld -goal attempts — two by Tift's
Carlos Tenorio md ane by Valdosta's
Reaves.

Tenorio's first, from 44 ylnh out,
was wide to theleft, and his second, a
53-yarder, fell short. Reaves’. boot was
a 30-yarder and went far to theleft.

The Blue Devils looked like & com-
pletely different team on” their first
series of plays in the second haif,
pumngwllhmmpdmdmzm
of just four plays.

Starting from their own 28-yerd
line, Morris scampered for 10 yards
and Mark Hand followed with a
6-yard gallgp before Morris gairied
another seven and finally went the
final 39 on & beautiful run off left
tackle. Rusty Smith's PAT kick with
10:24 showing on the ‘clock split-the
goal posts

The quick touchdown really
brought the Tift fans to life, but it was

'Tift Stronger Than That'’

winner of this game would be in the
driver’s seat of the region. That's why
Ulenme'awvw
“1 think our coaching staff"did an
e:u:ellenl)ob .They have been working
h-rdnlrwneklmilmllym
“Our chances of meeting up with
Tift again in. ﬂn pllydllmpvm
, and I think they will be a dif-
have o be

“ferent ball dub We will ha

ready for them then.”

the last they would have to about -
inthe game.
The bomb which ‘said broke

runs which MMQ!'C&I 13 yards.

A fumble recovery in the end zosie
by defensive end Jamés Harris gave
Valdosta its fourth score with 3:42
gomunumluz'

muunuumm ¢
on a busted play and*Harris was the

-3

?

first of three to pounca én it.
An int2s by defensive back
Rodney Gorddh at the Tift 4-yard line

3 led!otherl&:u; 'final TD.

incompléte pass which netted seven
-rdspBondfanllnmh'h

Tift line lndmlhenmlﬂyuﬁw
paydirt, -

Morris led all runners with 83 yards
on 16 carries, while Hand finished with
‘8 ylrd!oh ﬂm

Lastinger wound up
eight of 21 passes for 153 yards, while
’nflsﬂobbyhlmlhudllhr-
yards.

an Bond, Cp-lmnl‘h.r
(Reaves kick)

Val: Harris, fumble recovery in end
zone (Reaves kick)

Val: Bond, 27 run (Reaveskick) .

PASSING — TR Co, Hobby'
(3-11-2-50), Valdesta, Lastinger
(8-21-0-153). A

RECEIVING — T\t Co., Tillman

(244). VIM Bﬂ!”} Smith

(“l



