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¥ MIKE CHASON
THUMASVILLE — Rodne,
Gordon re-wrote *
and the Ecstac
night. But instea ul nennl
his thoughts to paper, he live
through the alltime classic on
a high schoal football field
moistened by the tears of
both losers and winmers.
}ordon came up a winner,
. Burned for a Thomasville

eAg y
Friday

" touchdown over his head in

e second quarter, the
cx
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Valdosta cornerback thw-

arted all hopes of a Bulldog
triumph_ with a clutch in-

terception in the closing
seconds.

Gordan's effart closed the
book on -7 Valdosta

victory in a game which
should rank near the top in
excitement, chills and thrills
n a rivalry which began in
1914, It was the visiting
Wildeats” 43rd win against 15
losses and five Lies against
Thomasville and sent \ as
into the Region 1-AAAA
iformerly AAA) throneroom
for the second straight year
Yaldosta now 1
Westside’s 10-0 Patriots from
Augusia Fridsy night in the
first round of the Class AAAA
<tate playoffs, Westside won
the Region 4-AAAA regular
season title without any kind
of ln\o f.
took the Wildeats' 12
le.\m.m to chalk up their third
league crown since Nick
Hyder took over as coach in
1974 They did it in an un-
defeated fashion nol héard
Wright
Bazemore's 1971 VHS l(‘am
e prime-Lime acters in a
drama which unfolded in a
short ours  on
Veterans Memorial Stadium
turf were numerous. ut
Gordon  was  cerlainly
standing amang them
'l wanted that one bad,”
Gordon sad of his in-
ception  of a4 Johnay
stain pass with 25 secands
left in the game. "I knew [
had to make up for thal ather

ane 2

The play to which Gardon
relerred “occurred in the
second  quarter  when

18, 1978— 6~

*

*

" Chastain rolled left, scanned
his receivers and spotted 6-
foot. 4-nch tight end Guy
Mcintyre standing alone
‘:uhm the Valdesta secon-
ary,

The junior signal-caller
laid the ball in Meclntyre's
hands, and the hometown
fans in the crowd of 9,000 Tet
out a Bulldog-sized bellow
when the receiver completed
his duties on Lhe 41-yard
scoring strike.

Calvin Wheeler kickéd the
extra point with 22 seconds Lo
go in the second quarter to
give Thomasville a 76 lead
and put the 'Cats behind for
only lhr second time aIJ

aso

Vaidosta alsa tralled Crisp
County (Cordele) barly in the
campaign.

‘1 was just so conscious of
the run, T gol sucked up,
Gordon said. *'1 felt really
bad. I thought ‘oh no." I just
felt like.._man it was o bad
feeling

s defensive
Jack Rudelph
said  “That  happens
sametimes. But  told Rodaey
nl h.l"llm! that i

!eep on trylng and things
have a way of reversing
themselves.

Rudolph's  assessment
proved all too true for the
Bulldogs, wha wound up their
season with a 8-3 record and
dropped  their  seventh
slrmgl\l game to Valdosta_

ng by the Wildcats'
nirst drive, the game would
have turned out to be no
contest. That 8-play, 56-vard
scoring march look three
minutes and 16 seconds and
culminated with a 17-vard
John Lastinger: to Fredrick
Blair touchdown pass with
6:18 showing on the first
quarter clack.
lair made a sensational
grab an the play, extending
the number 19 on his back ta

its fullest with n head-long—_to

dive into the end zone and
catching the ball on his
fingerti

IJmich aves' extra paint
kick was wide (o the left

Led by eight tackles by
Lynn Reberts, seven by John
Branan and s Kenny
Evans, the Valdosts defense
shut down the Thomasville
offense to a drip in the first

SVs

LI
I knew we had just gotten.
VH

Region Champs - %
Westside In State Playoffs

quarter.

That gave Valdosta a
chance to launch another 35-
vard mareh which appeared

be headed for G-point
country until Scolt Horton
pickedoff a Lastinger pass

“We're still not playing
good football bike we used
to." Lastinger said 'l
thought we were going lo run
out of gas tonighl. IU would
haye been bad to win i1
\lrlmm and then lose lo

thes
Alln'r ‘TRomasville had put

»
together its only real drive of
m(- first half down to the VHS

6-yard line DMV 1o ha\l‘ it
‘lnppﬂ mble,
Lastinger .:an pmnlmi the
‘Cats goalward

On a key third-down play.
he ran right past a solid wal
of red Bulldog jerseys for a
first down 19 yards down(ield

The semior quarterback
took the pumshrfent for it
Boweveg

“Some
that play,"
had seme kind of

headache

Wildcats’ Ernesi King Tries To Escape The Grasp Ofﬂuﬂtiags’(.'harle- Bates

the rest of the game. | kept
putting ice onit,

But_ Thomasville, -which
was [2d by eight lackles by
Horton and seven by Calvin
Wheeler, held on fourth down «
on the drive.

Nothing changed about the

VHS defense. Thomasville
stailed again.
When VHS got the ball

back. Irvin Roe rolled out for
a halfback pass, saw he was
trapped and threw the ball
straight down  Into  the
ground. However, instead of

Wlldcax Dpfpndpr Begins Move TﬂwardLowermg The Boom On Thomasrille Running Back Johnny Kavouklis |

Prep Football Roundup

Lakeside Whips Cedar Shoals, 6-

whipped Savannah 2812
Sprayberry downed Ma
SAAAA, Dnug}a)! beat Southwest DeKalb 10-
3 in TAAAA and Westminster defeated
Marlst 12-10in 4AAA play.

By The Associated Press

" Sayannah Country Day's

defeat at the hands of Johnson County in the
3A championship was the main
surprise Friday night in Georgia high school

Region

football regional playoffs.

The football chympionships had_been
decided in all but three of Georgin's 32 high
school athletic regions afier Friday night's
,games which brought few shacks. Only the

SAAA and 7AAA chnmplenshlps

"8AA,
remained to be decided today.

Savannah Country Day, which ld splitits,
two regular season games against Johnson®
County, never penetrated past the Trojans’
. Johnsan Cn

42-yard line Frida
Herschel. Wn!hr shed 238 .
three louch

In @:r phynr! games, Lakeside edged

Cedar_ Shoals 62 in BAAAA,

lopsided 20-0

in
ta

3AAAA,
1110 in

Timmy McCrary ran for 242 yards and five

the first half,

Griffin scored two touchdowns In the first
4!z minutes of the secand hall lo overlake
Newnan and cruise to its 20-6 Region 8AAAA
victory. Newnan had taken a 6-0 lead on 2 22-

tytailback  yard ‘ta

and made

dowi
Blﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂ Stan Hill.'

touchdowns to lead.the Ware County Gators
to their 34-23 viclory over Worth County for
the 1AAA championship. His longest journey
was 93 yards with 11 seconds remaining in

pass play from Chuck

Griffin'y scores were on 13-and l-yard runs

Benedictine erly W

quarterback Jefl Ector and an-83-yarder
iams.

Americus threw Up a -quick 19-0- firsl-
quarter lead and coasted the rest of the wi
er Perry in Region JAAA.
Danlel Colwell carried 129 yards and scered
two touchdowns in 12 carrles, and Dennis

in its 37-7 win

—Times 1o Phote.

King had 119 yards and twe TDs in 13 carries

for Americus.

Donald Green scared for Perry on's 2-yard
touchdown run sel up by a 31-yard halfback
pass play from Sam Kendrick to Willie

Harris.

Johnny Tutt ran 287 yards in 17 carries to
#et an East Rome record as the Gladintors
. defeated Bowdon 27-9 in the 7AA playoff.
Hallback Tuu bad touchdawn runs of 83, 76
Guarterback Johnny Tull
added a lnurlll touchdown with a 31-yard

and 39°

sneal

Valdost fling Thomhsville 7- lal
b ‘W'su? "sﬁl E:rul 'l'hnfmnvﬁl:

in the third

The loss was “no relief at
Thomasville Coach Jim Hughes,
was to play three moré games, and we won't

al dg thal now. Tnpruﬂ:enndyuy
football at’thls time of- Lhe year Is not
drudgery, t's & privilege.”

ble to

7-0'In" BAAA,

shut out R. E. Lee 27-0'in 3AA, North
. whipped Lovett 24-7 In SAA
took Cartersville 7-3 in the BAA playoff.

turned the tide in
farever when ll lm): "ihe
second half k rolled
~down lo the Valdolll ls-yard
line, spurred by the efforts of
Juhnny Kavouklis, who had

77 yards in 14 carries and
Cary Clark, who had 85 yards
in 17 trips
But D|e Bulldogs didn't get
sixoutol’ll

nstead, Chastain missed

on a fourth down pass which
might . have dpawn an in-

terference  call  against
Valdosta's erl Roe in the
end zone but didn't.

The: zebras might have

_ evened things up.

‘Turnovers were to. be the
tune of the night and the
* Bulldogs mnl t n song on
their mext ion. when
.Clark coughed di: the ball on
“his own 24-yard line. Clifford

. Johnson recavered, and Roe

—Times Siail Phot By Mie Dowse

c:IILnF intentional grounding,
ficial ruled the play a
fumble afler Thomasville's
Oscar Marrls recove

Then came the Chastain-to-
Mcintyre episade.

But Ernest King almost got
it right back for Valdasta
when he zipped 64 yards with
the rcsumng kickoll with 11
ticks still on the clack.
Lastinger lhrew one
completion and Reaves eame
on for a 40-yard field goal
atlempt which was wide.

Thomasville might have

burrowed under  the
Thomasville deruue four
plays. rd run

y in the third

l.lu nger tried to pass for

e two-point conversion but
tollldn tlindatargét.
Running bl-hlml a Valdo;u
offensive ich

Lumngrr aiﬂued nut as
doing @ “greal Job," Roe
piled up 103 yards in 19

had 72 yards in 15 irips, trad

jerseys sodirty a Tide- u'hnlr.--

wouldn't oueh ‘e wh
game ende

King fumbled four yards
from the goal line early ntha
fourth quarter to wipe
arother_possible six pﬂlnl.!
from™ the region's third:

ith 8:17 g
Bulldngi then initiated a
drive which most lolks felt
would be their t was one
of Lhose now-or-never, do-or-

.diedeals.
Thomasville Coach Jim
Hughes shuffled his cards

and lost on a fourth down-
andtwo gamble at the
valdosta  47-yard line,

shortonthe

o houid nave utilized my
limeaut and selected a bett
play,” Hughes said. ol
Chastain made the best of 2
real poor situalion. Thal was

- the way or ni

not the play we shnuld have
run uu ler cir-

umstar €
A- Bul'nn ¢lenched his .

jolph . unloosened

Ih! klm(ln his Lhroat a bit.
**1{ they would have gotten
that first down, 0ld Mo would
h-w mov smo m::d

m iurnnhs we m ma |c ored
on had to be the (wo turning
polnis of the game.

cted Kavouklis to
t Troy {Thomas)
just Zatya slop on
Chastain. 1 dldn'l know il he
atended to carry the ball all

Roe and H emed to get
new life on Valdosla's final
ummomummn drive. With
lho nll!nslu line opening

renewed vigor,

hammering  away
enemy defenge.
"We wanted to keep the

ball as long as we could xnd
et it as far as we could,”
stinger said.
e Bulldogs dlﬂ get the

ball back with T on lhe
clock - 87 yards e e
me-winner when
tinger's dive for a [first
down was.

“Ypu alway mve hope.”
Hughes sald. were
out of timeouts. Tha\ takes
you out of your offense.”

So does a Rodney Gordon
interceplion.
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Hyder Calls Game

‘Toughest’ Of All

By MIKE HAGOOD
TH

Thomasville gave Valdosta
what Wildcat Coach Nick
Hyder called "the lnughesl
game we've h nd all year” in
the Region 1-AAAA high
school football championship

gnm:hrrePrlduan‘;
came i l{)dber

back,

TheBaldogiaBailpTimes
SPORTS

st Thutswhulmmn by

character. The

kids fought their hearts out.”
A sta defeated

Thomasville 12-7 in 2 game

which was almost always in

doubl.

e 'Cats tock the lead
midway in the first quarter,
largely on the strength of

from quarterback
“Lastinger to ide
receiver Fredrick dlairs
Blair's 17-yard, one-hand
gmh put Valdosta in front §-0

:18 in the quarter, Hyder
aamur Blair, :‘- e caught a lot

u!keyg %

ssed extra point kick
by David Reaves ther put the
alme in an. uncertain per-
spective with Thomasville
fnining i psyeho]oglul boost

Biair became Lastinger's
!avarite t.nr et for =~ the
evenil g erl Smith wzs
outof U tllnrnpdun!a injury.

Hyder sald, "we missed
Smith. Hannllnenhle(e He
improved - every in

ictice, but wn Heelded 10

2

Jfumble gave the Wildcals the ball on the
Thomasville 24-yard line. Four plays later
Irvin Roe bulled eight yirds up the middle to
give Valdosta its 12-7 viclory margin In the
TAAAA playoll, °

Dalton trounced Northwest Whitfield 33-14
in6AAA, Galnesville edjjed Central Gwinnett

Milchell County massa

Turner Counl)' 410 In 1AA; Claxton slipped
by Reidaville

28-22 In 2.\.\ Mary Persons
g
and Coinme;

k1

hold him oul. H! should be
ready next week."

Through the rest of the first
half, both teams showed the
ability to move lhe ball, bul
both “were unable to score
again. With 23 Seconds left in
the half, Irvin Roe lost the
ball on u !umhia and um
Bulldogs'
recqvered at lhe Vlldnsu II-
yard line.

Then Thomasviliz struck
for the lead.,

“Chastain rolled out, he
iaked and then threw fto
\h:lnl on & well executed
F as fust goo sound
ooxhall " sal Hy jer.
T lné his stall were
o to the dressing
room bnmnr] 7-6. The_only
other time Lhe 'Cats’ had
trailed this season was 7-0
against Crisp County {(Cor-
dele),

Hyder told his players at
‘halftime, "if they want fo be
champions they hed to go out
and get it. We sald you've got
to bruise yoursel! a little bit."”"

The Wildcats went out and
ot braised the second half,
he' defense rose Lo the oc-
casion on key situations and

theoffense took its cue totake
l;pm:ronsk ad.
\uldos s second  six-

set when
Iilh:rd Johnson recovered o
Cary Clark fumble,

“"We lost the lwlblll that
led to ‘their second
own,"  said nmml.lle
Couh Jim Hugllu. “Good
teams force mbles.
Champianahip Ir-ml
minimize fumbles.

“They’ll win m;hycﬂ:l %

said a defected

nltzdmrn the fiel wlmhl-
tearful  day his

I d.lﬂ'l q:pu:l to

lml
lose.
Llur si.ll,hll
ea sald, "
h-u Illlm t teamn, Thoy

ﬁnve an excellent chance to

n the state championshi
'nneywill have ne home .:nrd
advantaj /

I-Iughts ‘blamed himself for
Thomasville’s  fallure Lo
comg-rl at midfield on the
Bull ng: next to  last
poszess}

He said, “our failure was
due to sume confusion on my
part. 1 should have used a

of ticult
situation. That wa ,no! the
play for that situatiop,"

\

Thal situation was\a fourth
down and about twe
go for a (irst down.
and long Troy Thomas had
made a beaulilul stop on tigl
cﬁd Guy M:I tyre, i

o t
tain lried lu run oll
kle for the ficst down and

s slo again ‘E
Thomas and the rum Side of
lhonldonllﬂll

"'Our goal was to play three
more almu ald Hughes,
“Practice at this time h not
dn:dgrry, it {s & priviledge.

was almost a great

same

“Realistically at the hati
we had the score our way, bul
:vn wm not exactly

L It eould very
casily hlve been &0.

1f was m) h
like m first. 'ﬁ:g e
maoved the football. AL lllnm
we were stopped.

"When we had the ball at
midfield and -arn&‘k able Lo

come up with a down,
L pretty m closed |t
out.” B
The . CATLE 038
m@»
Wildcata; on b
bﬂ'uhlﬁ' Auy th '
tside ey ﬁ [




